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COUNTRY TRANSPOSITIONS 
 
Darryl Francis 
Brampton, Cumbria, England 
darryl.francis@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Jeff Grant 
Hastings, New Zealand 
 
 
We love transpositions, especially of complete sets of words and names, or nearly complete 
sets.  Word Ways has previously published, amongst others, transpositions of the names of 
days of the week, planets, US states, chemical elements, drugs, and the 300 or so largest US 
cities. Our latest venture has been to search for transpositions of the names of countries of 
the world. In this article, we present our best finds. 
 
The list below comes with various caveats. We have included the names of some countries 
which are disputed areas or are not recognised officially by the United Nations (eg Kosovo, 
Somaliland). We have admitted multiple forms of the names for some countries (eg East 
Timor and Timor-Leste). We have admitted names which are no longer official names (eg 
Siam, Zaire). The names of many countries are composed of two or more words (eg Burkina 
Faso) – we have sought transpositions of the constituent parts, as well as the whole name 
(eg Burkina, Faso, Burkina Faso). We have ignored non-capitalised words such as ‘and’, ‘of’ 
and ‘the’, which occur in many names.  
 
The list here presents our very best finds, mainly one transposition for each country name. 
This doesn’t mean that additional transpositions don’t exist – for example, we offer RUMBA 
as the best transposition for BURMA, but have dismissed UMBRA, AMBUR, BARUM, 
BRAUM, MABRU and several others. In many instances, we have had to choose between an 
obsolete word, a placename, a personal name, a company name, a well-mixed two-word 
transposition, a less well-mixed single word transposition, a pluralized proper name, a 
hyphenated word and an apostrophized word – sometimes, this has been a difficult choice 
to make. We have presented two transpositions for just three countries (Azerbaijan, El 
Salvador and Kenya) where we have found it too difficult to choose, but also to offer 
evidence of the kind of difficult choices we have had to make. In the case of Azerbaijan, we 
offer a two-part personal name taken from Facebook and a hyphenated, accented obscure 
placename. For El Salvador, we offer a hyphenated non-dictionary word and an obscure 
family name taken from a genealogy website. And for Kenya, we offer an undefined 
obsolete word from a quotation in the Oxford English Dictionary and the first name of an 
American rap singer. 
 
Some words appear as capitalised parts of several country names (eg Island, North, 
Republic, Saint, States). We also offer transpositions of these parts at the end of the main 
list, in order to save repeating them several times in the main list. 
 
If readers are able to improve on our offerings, fill any of the gaps, or add countries (old or 
new) which we have missed, please let the editor know as a follow-up for Colloquy. 
  
 Country Transposal Definition Source 
Abkhazia Bazaikha A river (about 80 miles long) and also 
a place (55.58o N 92.47o E) in Russia  
37 
Afghanistan a faint gnash One of several transposals occurring 
in the poem Enduring Freedom. 
Others include: has giant fan, and a 
fang has tin 
4 
Albania Banalia A place in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (1.33o N 25.23o E) 
37 
Algeria regalia Decorations, insignia, or special 
costume indicative of an office or of 
membership in a group (as a social or 
fraternal order) 
39 
Andorra Arradon A commune in the Morbihan 
department in the Brittany Region  in 
northwestern France 
44 
Angola analog Representing or transmitting 
information by means of continuously 
variable physical quantities 
39 
Anguilla alingual Not fluent in any language 39 
Antigua and 
Barbuda 
Dabbura A character in the multiplayer online 
role-playing game World of Warcraft 
46 
Antigua and 
Barbuda 
Tianguá A municipality in the state of Ceará in 
the Northeast region of Brazil 
44 
Argentina tanagrine Pertaining to tanagers, birds of the 
genus Tanagra or family Tanagridæ of 
passerine birds, of Central and South 
America 
25 
Armenia amarine A name proposed for various bitter 
vegetable principles; specifically 
applied to the alkaloid (C21H18N2) 
resulting from the action of ammonia 
on essence of bitter almonds 
25 
Australia Salutaria Salutaria Universal is a medical 
information company headquartered 
in Barcelona, Spain 
64 
Austria Taurasi A town and municipality in the 
province of Avellino, Campania, 
southern Italy 
44 
Azerbaijan Jean Bazira At least 6 individuals on Facebook 
when checked in April 2019 
15 
Azerbaijan Zīr ‘Anā’-e 
Baj 
The Romanized spelling of a village in 
Rostam-e Yek Rural District, in the 
Central District of Rostam County, 
Fars Province, Iran; at the 2006 
census, its population was 53 
44 
Bahamas Shambaa An East African ethnic and linguistic 
group of people found in the 
Usambara Mountains of northeastern 
Tanzania and in the Kilimanjaro and 
Manyara regions; in 2001, the 
Shambaa population was estimated 
to number 664,000 
44 
Bahrain Barhani A town in Siddharth Nagar District in 
Uttar Pradesh state, India 
44 
Bangladesh bag handles Handles for bags are available from 
many online retailers, including 
Amazon 
2 
Barbados Barbodas Persons with the surname Barboda, 
which is most prevalent in Brazil. 
There are several Barbodas on 
Facebook and Twitter 
15 & 38 
Belarus blasure Variant spelling of blazure, an 
obsolete word for blazonry 
25 
Belgium gumbile A variant spelling of gumboil, an 
inflammatory swelling or small 
abscess on the gum 
25 
Belize beizle An old spelling of bezzle, to plunder 
or to spoil, obviously related to 
embezzle 
25 
Benin benni The small obovate flattish seeds of 
sesame that yield an oil and are used 
as a flavoring agent 
39 
Bermuda rumbaed Danced the rumba, an Afro-Cuban 
dance 
25 
Bhutan Thuban A white giant star of the fourth 
magnitude that is visible in the 
constellation Draco 
39 
Bolivia Oblivia A genus of flowering plant in the 
sunflower tribe within the daisy family 
44 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
bonsai A potted plant (such as a tree) 
dwarfed by special methods of 
culture; also, the art of growing such a 
plant 
39 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
Herzegovian The adjective relating to Herzegovina 
– the website referenced here 
provides adjectives for most countries  
17 
Botswana swan boat A small pedal boat usually for children 
or sightseers pedaled by an operator 
who sits aft in a large model of a 
swan; many online sources spell this 
as one solid word 
39 
Brazil Barzil The name of a Brazilian bar and grill in 5 
Fort Worth, Texas   
Brunei rubine An obsolete word for a ruby 39 
Bulgaria Gulabrai Babu Gulabrai (January 1888 - April 
1963) was a significant figure in 
modern Hindi literature. 
44 
Burkina Faso Burkian Pertaining to an individual with the 
surname Burke, such as Edmund 
Burke, an 18th century Irish 
statesman, author, orator, political 
theorist and philosopher  
44 
Burkina Faso Fiona Barkus The name of a female cashier at Taco 
Bell, Shawnee, Oklahoma 
15 
Burkina Faso oafs Stupid persons 39 
Burma rumba An Afro-Cuban dance 39 
Burundi Burdiun A village in Alqchin Rural District, in 
the Central District of Charam County, 
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad 
Province, Iran; at the 2006 census, its 
population was 1,641 
44 
Cambodia Macabido A drug and healthcare company based 
in Las Vegas 
58 
Cameroon coenamor To enamor (to inflame with love) 
mutually 
42 
Canada cadana A noun of unknown definition 
appearing in A Dictionary of the Older 
Scottish Tongue, but with a cross-
reference to the word caddinet, 
which the OED lists as a basin or 
vessel of some kind; the OED’s 
etymology for caddinet mentions the 
Italian word cadino, which may be 
considered as similar to cadana  
11 & 25 
Cape Verde perceaved
  
Past tense of the verb perceave, an 
early form of perceive; this form of 
the past tense appears in 5 quotes in 
the OED 
25 
Central African 
Republic 
cantler A rogue or vagabond, an obsolete 
variant of canter 
25 
Central African 
Republic 
Francia A former kingdom inhabited by the 
Franks, spreading over modern-day 
France and its surroundings 
45 
Chad Dach A German surname 54 
Chile elchi An ambassador 25 
China chain A series of usually metal links or rings 
connected to or fitted into one 
another so as to move freely 
39 
Colombia Ilocomba A genus of spiders in the 44 
Anyphaenidae family, first described 
in 1997; as of 2016 it contains 2 
species from Colombia 
Comoros Morosco Morosco Theatre was a Broadway 
theatre near Times Square in New 
York City from 1917 to 1982 
44 
Costa Rica coats Outer garments 39 
Costa Rica Coristaca Coristaca capsularia is a species of 
moth of the Tortricidae family, which 
is found in Costa Rica 
44 
Costa Rica cria A baby llama 8 
Cote d'Ivoire ecto A colloquial abbreviation for an 
ectomorph body type in somatotype 
and constitutional psychology 
44 
Cote d'Ivoire ivoried Made of ivory 39 
Cote d'Ivoire Voice Editor Computer software for use with 
electronic synthesizers 
56 
Croatia cotiara Bothrops cotiara is a species of 
venomous snake endemic to Brazil 
and Argentina 
44 
Cuba Caub An old spelling of Kaub, a town in 
Germany, at 50o N 7o E 
37 
Cyprus sprucy Neat, clean-lined, or smart in 
appearance 
39 
Czech Republic Zecch The name of a deathlord in the online 
game World of Warcraft 
46 
Czechia Zecchia
  
There are several individuals with the 
name Annamaria Zecchia on 
Facebook (maybe the same person!)  
15 
Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo 
cogon Any of several grasses of the genus 
Imperata 
39 
Denmark darkmen The plural of darkman, an old slang 
word for a watchman (not to be 
confused with the word darkmans, a 
slang term for the night) 
1 
Djibouti Budi Jito Various individuals on Facebook 15 
Dniester sintered Became a coherent mass from heating 
without melting 
43 
Dominica daimonic Belonging or pertaining to the spirit 
world 
25 
Dominican 
Republic 
Comandini An Italian surname 44 
East Timor estimator One who estimates the amount of 
material or labor needed to do a given 
job or the cost of a job or of an item 
of manufacture 
39 
East Timor mirto Mirto is one of the most typical drinks 
of Sardinia and comes in two 
varieties: mirto rosso (red) produced 
by macerating myrtle berries, and 
mirto bianco (white) produced from 
the less common yellow berries and 
sometimes the leaves 
44 
East Timor seat Something (such as a chair, stool, 
bench) intended to be sat in or on 
39 
Ecuador acuerdo A resolution or decision of a 
deliberative body or a tribunal in 
certain Latin American countries 
39 
Egypt gypet A 19th century variant spelling of 
gypit, a Scottish word meaning silly, 
foolish, idiotic 
25 
El Salvador salad-lover A person who loves salads; this part-
sentence appears in the reference 
noted:  ’The salad-lover wants not 
just fresh salad all year round, …’  
36 
El Salvador Valladores A family name found in Florida in 
1920 
49 
England endlang From end to end of; through or over 
the length of (as opposed to across), 
following the line of, along 
25 
Equatorial Guinea equal-ratio Of a series, etc, having an equal ratio, 
as 1:2 same as 2:4; the following 
sentence appears in the reference 
given: ‘This concludes the derivation 
for the sum of an equal-ratio series, 
either finite or infinite.’  
33 
Equatorial Guinea naigue A leader, chief, or governor in India — 
used as a title of authority or form of 
address 
39 
Eritrea tearier More tearful 39 
Estonia atonies Weaknesses, especially of contractile 
organs 
39 
eSwatini Witsenia A genus of flowering plants in the 
family Iridaceae, first described as a 
genus in 1782; there is only one 
known species, Witsenia marua, 
endemic to Cape Province in western 
South Africa 
10 
Ethiopia Ophiteia A sometime alternative name of 
Amphicleia, a Greek town in the north 
of ancient Phocis, destroyed by the 
Persian army of Xerxes in his invasion 
of Greece in the year 480 BCE 
44 
Federated States of 
Micronesia 
anisomeric In chemistry, not composed of the 
same proportions of the same 
elements 
25 
Federated States 
of Micronesia 
Fedderate Fedderate Castle is a ruined castle in 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland 
44 
Fiji Jifi Jifi Print is the name of a commercial 
printing firm in Fort Dodge, Iowa 
15 
Finland Flandin Pierre-Étienne Flandin (April 1889 - 
June 1958) was a French conservative 
politician of the Third Republic and 
Prime Minister of France between 
November 1934 and May 1935 
44 
France farcen A Middle English word meaning to 
stuff, to farce 
48 
French Guiana iguana A large tropical American lizard 39 
French Guiana Unfair 
Change 
The title of a newspaper article in The 
Argus (a local paper of Brighton & 
Hove, West Sussex, England) on 
October 28, 2002 
65 
French Polynesia a Finchley 
person 
A description of a person called Norm 
Scutt, from Finchley, north London, 
appearing in a 1962 photo on 
YouTube 
68 
French Polynesia Sinployea A genus of small air-breathing land 
snails 
44 
Gabon obang A large oval Japanese gold coin of the 
16th to 19th centuries that varied in 
size and weight 
39 
Gambia Igamba An administrative ward in Mbozi 
District, Songwe Region, Tanzania; 
location is 9.30o S 33.28o E; according 
to the 2002 census, the ward has a 
total population of 29,596 
37 
Georgia Gageiro  Eduardo Gageiro (born February 
1935) is a Portuguese photographer, 
widely considered the country's 
foremost photojournalist. 
44 
Germany mangery Banqueting, feasting 25 
Ghana ahang An obsolete verb: to hang on a 
gallows, to fasten to a cross, to put to 
death by such means 
25 
Greece Ercege A village in the municipality of 
Ivanjica, Serbia; according to the 2011 
census, the village had a population of 
149 inhabitants 
44 
Greenland Englander A native of England 39 
Grenada garnade A kind of wine 25 
Guatemala malagueta A type of pepper, also called ‘grain of 
paradise’ 
39 
Guinea naigue A leader, chief, or governor in India — 
used as a title of authority or form of 
address 
39 
Guinea-Bissau Augie 
Bussian    
Three individuals with this name can 
be found on the internet, with 
addresses in Glenview IL, Park Ridge 
IL, and Ellicott City MD 
41 
Guinea-Bissau ISA-bus A computer bus that allows additional 
expansion cards to be connected to a 
computer's motherboard 
44 
Guinea-Bissau naigue A leader, chief, or governor in India — 
used as a title of authority or form of 
address 
39 
Guyana guanay A white-breasted Peruvian cormorant 
(Phalacrocorax bougainvillii) that is a 
source of guano 
39 
Haiti tihai A polyrhythmic technique found in 
Indian classical music, often used to 
conclude a piece 
44 
Honduras unhoards Takes or brings out of a hoard 25 
Hungary ahungry In a state of hunger 25 
Iceland inlaced Past tense of the verb inlace, a variant 
of enlace, to lace about, to encircle 
tightly with many folds or coils 
25 
India iniad A term from anatomy, in a direction 
toward the inion 
25 
Indonesia Denisonia A genus of venomous snakes in the 
family Elapidae which is endemic to 
Australia 
44 
Iran rain Water falling in drops condensed 
from vapor in the atmosphere 
39 
Iraq Riqa A populated place in Iraq  40 
Ireland laidner A Scottish word for a larder or a stock 
of provisions 
14 & 52 
Israel serial Occurring in regular succession 39 
Italy laity The great body of the people of a 
religious faith as distinguished from 
its clergy 
39 
Ivory Coast coats Outer garments of clothing 39 
Ivory Coast Victor Soya A named resident of Blantyre, Malawi 15 
Ivory Coast Yvoir A Walloon municipality located in the 
Belgian province of Namur; in January 
2006 the municipality had 8,450 
inhabitants 
44 
Jamaica Jacmaia A genus of flowering plants in the 44 
daisy family – there is only one 
species and it is native to Jamaica 
Japan Panja The surname of various Indian 
politicians 
44 
Jordan jardon A callous tumour on the leg of a 
horse, a little below the bending of 
the ham on the outside 
25 
Kazakhstan Zakat Khans There are several individuals named 
Zakat Khan on Facebook; collectively, 
they may be referred to as Zakat 
Khans; alternatively, the 
apostrophized form Zakat Khan’s is 
the possessive form of any one of the 
individuals  
15 
Kenya akyne This word first surfaced when it was 
found in the OED, where its only 
appearance is in this quote at four-
squared: “He Stude schydand ane 
four-squayr akyne tre”. Initially, the 
meaning of akyne stumped us, but 
Jeff eventually found that akyne 
appears in the Dictionary of the Older 
Scottish Tongue where it is one of 
many variants of the Old Scots words 
akin and aikin, meaning ‘of oak. 
Checking the OED’s entry for oaken, 
we find these similar obsolete 
spellings: ackon, aikkan, aikkin, aikne, 
akkein, akkin, aykkin, okin, okyn – 
but not akyne 
25 & 11 
Kenya Kanye The given name of Kanye Omari West 
(born June 1977), American rapper, 
singer, songwriter, record producer, 
entrepreneur and fashion designer 
57 
Kiribati Batikiri Batikiri occurs in ‘Bukhta Batikiri’, a 
cove in Cuba, near Guantanamo; the 
name is also variously spelled as 
Baitiquri and Baitiquiri 
18 
Kosovo Sokovo A settlement in the Moscow region, 
western Russia 
40 
Kuwait waukit Horny, callous, matted 42 
Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyz ants Ants found in Kyrgyzstan; the 
following sentence appears on the 
referenced website: “In his 
monograph about the ants of 
Kyrgyzstan, the only work describing 
the distribution and ecology of the 
62 
Kyrgyz ants, TARBINSKY (1976) listed 
five species of Lasius…” 
Laos also In the same manner as something else 39 
Latvia avital Ancestral, ancient, of long standing 25 
Lebanon non-able Unable, not able; on the internet, 
there are numerous occurrences of 
this word being spelled solidly, ie 
without the hyphen 
25 
Lesotho soothle To walk lamely 14 
Liberia alibier One who furnishes an excuse or alibi 
for 
39 
Libya bialy A flat roll that has a depressed center 
and is usually covered with onion 
flakes 
39 
Liechtenstein lenient ethics Tolerant moral principles; there are 
several quotes on the internet; here’s 
one example: “Thy lenient ethics 
mitigate each smart, And, while they 
flatter, purify the heart.” 
13 
Lithuania Li Huatian Professor Li Huatian (1922–2007) was 
one of the first few computer 
scientists in China and was well 
known for his early contributions to 
the areas of computer science and 
computer networks 
44 
Luxembourg Luxemburgo Vanderlei Luxemburgo (born May 
1952), and often known as Wanderley 
Luxemburgo, is a Brazilian football 
manager and former player; he 
manages the Iran national team 
44 
Macedonia daemoniac Of or relating to an inner or attendant 
spirit, especially as a source of 
creative inspiration or genius 
25 
Madagascar Agcasar Dam An earth-fill dam in Turkey, 
constructed between 1979-1987 
31 
Malawi awalim A plural of alme, an Egyptian singing 
and dancing girl 
42 
Malaysia Salamiya The Arabic name for Salamiyah, a city 
and district in western Syria; its 2004 
census population was  66,724 
44 
Maldives Midvales There are towns called Midvale in 
Idaho, New Jersey, Ohio and Utah; 
other states and countries also have 
towns called Midvale; collectively, 
these can be referred to as Midvales 
37 
Mali mail Bags of letters and the other postal 
matter 
39 
Malta talma A large cape or short full cloak of the 
19th century 
39 
Marshall Islands Ramshall A surname with over 400 occurrences 
on the referenced website  
53 
Mauritania Anita Mauri A named resident of Verona, Italy 15 
Mauritius suitarium During the early 20th century, 
‘Suitarium Pressing Club’ was an 
enterprise formerly operating at 1099 
Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 
City. Their advert stated: ‘OUR 
SPECIALTY: Gentleman’s Wardrobe 
kept in good order for $14 a year, 
payable quarterly’ 
68 
Mexico exomic Of or pertaining to an exome; in 
genetics, the complete exon content 
of an organism or individual (exon = a 
region of a transcribed gene present 
in the final functional RNA molecule) 
45 
Moldova Dolmova 27 people are recorded with this 
surname, mostly in Bulgaria  
16 
Monaco Oncoma A pseudonym for Oxera, a genus of 
flowering plants in the family Labiatae 
/ Lamiaceae native to Vanuatu and 
New Caledonia in the western Pacific 
44 
Mongolia Mogliano a municipality in the province of 
Macerata in the Italian region 
Marche; its location is 43o N 13o E 
37 
Montenegro Tonemonger A model of electric guitar 63 
Montserrat Transmetro A bus rapid transit system in 
Guatemala City, Guatemala; the first 
line opened in February  2007 
44 
Morocco Crocomo 169 people have this surname, mostly 
in Brazil – others appear on Facebook 
16 
Mozambique Mambozique A song by American jazz artist Freddie 
Ravel, on the ‘Sol to Soul’ album 
released in 2005 
30 
Myanmar Marmyan An extinct genus of scale insect, 
containing a single species 
44 
Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic 
Kharabak The name of a farm in the Qom 
region, Iraq 
40 
Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic 
organon An instrument for acquiring 
knowledge 
39 
Namibia Ambiani A Belgic people of Celtic language, 
who were said to be able to muster 
10,000 armed men, in 57 BC, the year 
of Julius Caesar's Belgic campaign 
44 
Nauru Anuru The name of a bay in Northern 19 
Territory, Australia 
Nepal plane A tool for smoothing or shaping a 
surface of wood  
39 
Netherlands net-handlers People who handle fishing nets; 
here’s a quote from a master’s degree 
thesis: “Fish that are within the power 
field are stunned so that they can be 
netted by one of two net-handlers 
standing in the front of the boat” 
8 
New Zealand Zane Walden The name of several people on 
Facebook 
15 
New Zealand Zandela A  village in Segou region, central Mali 40 
Nicaragua Iarucanga A genus of longhorn beetles of the 
subfamily Lamiinae 
44 
Niger reign The power or rule of a monarch 39 
Nigeria grainie An obsolete spelling of grainy 39 
North Korea honor-taker One that takes the honors, a prize-
winner; here is a genuine quote from 
the book referenced: ’They are 
the honor-takers for Brown Swiss 
cattle.’  
34 
North Korea oaker A 15-17th century spelling of ocher, 
any of various natural earthy 
materials or clays which are rich in 
iron oxides  
25 
Northern Ireland landier An obsolete Scottish word for an 
andiron, a device for supporting wood 
in a burning fire 
25 
Northern Mariana 
Islands 
aramina The fiber of the Caesar weed — called 
also Congo jute 
39 
Norway Wyarno An unincorporated community in 
central Sheridan County, Wyoming 
37 
Oman moan A low prolonged sound indicative of 
pain or of grief 
39 
Pakistan Instapak Instapak expandable foam is a 
revolutionary way of packing 
expensive and valuable goods; 
Instapak will inflate and mould 
around products to prevent any 
damages when items have been 
dispatched; available from numerous 
online sources including Amazon 
2 
Palau Paula A girl’s name 26 
Palestine penalties Disadvantages, hardships 43 
Panama Pamana A small island off Rote Island in 
Indonesia's East Nusa Tenggara 
province of Lesser Sunda Islands, and 
44 
the southernmost point of Asia 
Papua New Guinea naigue A leader, chief, or governor in India — 
used as a title of authority or form of 
address 
39 
Papua New Guinea Papau One of 22 islands in the Aitutaki atoll 
of the Cook Islands. 
44 
Paraguay Gayapura A village in the Padra Block of 
Vadodara district, Gujarat state, India 
66 
Persia aspire To be ambitious 39 
Peru pure Unmixed with any other thing, free 
from admixture, containing no added, 
substitute, or foreign substance 
39 
Philippines Philip Spine A resident of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, recorded in the 1940 US 
Federal Census. 
3 
Poland plodan An old spelling of plaiding, material 
for plaids; twilled woollen cloth; the 
cloth of a tartan pattern 
25 
Portugal Gratloup The surname of Babawy Gratloup, an 
Italian living in Paris, France 
15 
Qatar qarta A Kazakh and Kyrgyz cuisine dish of 
boiled and pan-fried horse rectum 
(yum yum!!) 
44 
Republic of the 
Congo 
cogon Any of several grasses of the genus 
Imperata 
39 
Romania Maorian Of or pertaining to the Maori people 
of New Zealand or their language 
42 
Russia assuir An early Scots form of assure 11 
Rwanda darwan An 18th century variant of durwan, an 
Indian term for a porter or door-
keeper 
25 
Sahrawi Arab 
Democratic 
Republic 
airwash
  
To cool (a roof or the like) with a 
current of air 
26 
Sahrawi Arab 
Democratic 
Republic 
arba A carriage (such as a cab or coach) 
used in Turkey and neighboring 
countries 
39 
Saint Kitts and 
Nevis 
skitt  Variant of skit, diarrhoea  28 
Saint Kitts and 
Nevis 
vines Plants having woody or herbaceous 
stems that are too slender, flexible, or 
weak to hold themselves erect and 
that support themselves in nature by 
climbing over objects (as a wall, fence, 
or trellis) or other plants by tendrils or 
by twining or that extend themselves 
horizontally by running along the 
39 
ground 
Saint Lucia aulic Of or relating to a court 39 
Saint Lucia lusitanica Part of the scientific name Prunus 
lusitanica which is the Portugal laurel, 
a large evergreen shrub or small tree, 
native to the Iberian peninsula, the 
Azores, and south-west France 
25 
Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines 
serenading Entertaining with or performing a 
serenade in honor of 
39 
Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines 
Vince Stantin A named individual who lives in 
Denver, Colorado 
15 
Samoa omasa The plural of omasum, the third 
chamber of the ruminant stomach 
that is situated between the reticulum 
and the abomasum 
39 
San Marino ans The plural of an, a form of and, chiefly 
in ifs and ans 
25 
San Marino mainor A 16th century form of mainour, 
stolen object found in the possession 
of a thief when arrested 
25 
San Marino Romanians Natives or inhabitants of Romania; 
especially,  those of the dominant 
ethnic group probably descended 
from Roman provincial colonists of 
Dacia and Moesia 
39 
SãoTomé and 
Príncipe 
Crippine Perry and Sarah Crippine are recorded 
in the 1940 US Federal Census 
50 
SãoTomé and 
Príncipe 
mote A small particle (as of floating dust) 39 
SãoTomé and 
Príncipe 
osteoma A benign tumor composed of bone 
tissue 
39 
SãoTomé and 
Príncipe 
Soa A genus of scaly-winged bark-lice in 
the family Lepidopsocidae. 
44 
Saudi Arabia Abaira A municipality in the state of Bahia in 
the North-East region of Brazil 
44 
Saudi Arabia udasi Any religious mendicant, especially a 
Sikh 
42 
Scotland cotlands The lands belonging to a cot or cotter 39 
Senegal gleanes An old form of gleans, from the verb 
glean, to gather or pick up ears of 
corn which have been left by reapers 
25 
Serbia braise To cook (meat or vegetables) slowly in 
fat and little moisture in a tightly 
closed pot 
39 
Seychelles lycheeless Without lychees, small roundish fruit 
with sweet white scented flesh; here’s 
a sentence found in the website 
24 
referenced: ‘After searching for a few 
weeks at several grocery stores and 
smaller boutique markets in my area, 
I remained lycheeless.’  
Siam aims Purposes 39 
Sierra Leone iron-release Iron release is the chemical release of 
iron, in various biochemical contexts; 
it can also be hyphenated and used 
adjectivally, as in this sentence found 
in the referenced paper: ‘Several 
factors play critical roles to 
ensure iron-release occurs in a 
physiologically relevant timeframe.’ 
32 
Sierra Leone Olene A female given name, a rare spelling 
variant of Noelle 
26 
Sierra Leone raiser One that sets up the staves for 
barrels, shapes the barrels, and drives 
on the forming hoops 
39 
Singapore resoaping Rubbing again soap over or into 
especially so as to make a lather or 
coating 
42 
Slovakia Volakias A former municipality in Greece, now 
part of the municipality Pyrgos, of 
which it is a municipal unit 
44 
Slovenia Valisone A trademark for a glucocorticoid, 
(betamethasone valerate)  
11 
Solomon Islands Nomolos An architectural design practice 
specialising in the delivery of quality 
residential and commercial designs 
throughout the upper South Island, 
New Zealand (the company name was 
created as a reversal of Solomon, the 
surname of the managing director) 
22 
Somalia sialoma A salivary tumour 11 
Somaliland Malo Island An island in Vanuatu, 1.9 miles off the 
southern coast of Vanuatu's largest 
island Espiritu Santo 
44 
South Africa Faith Caruso
  
The name of several females on 
Facebook, including one who lives in 
Bear, Colorado 
15 
South Africa Farica A first name, of German origin, 
meaning Peace Ruler 
51 
South Korea Ashoketoru A first name found on Facebook and 
LinkedIn 
15 
South Korea oaker A 15-17th century spelling of ocher, 
any of various natural earthy 
materials or clays which are rich in 
25 
iron oxides  
South Ossetia sosatie Curried or spiced meat grilled on a 
skewer 
25 
South Sudan Shaun Doust A named resident of Pietermaritzburg, 
South Africa 
15 
South Sudan unsad Free from sadness 25 
Spain pains Sensations or feelings (as sharp 
twinges, dull aches, generalized 
senses of physical or mental distress)  
39 
Sri Lanka alkarsin A historical chemical term for cacodyl, 
As(CH3)2; also, an impure form of this 
25 
Sri Lanka kalan The sea-otter of the northern Pacific 25 
Sri Lanka sir A man of rank or position 39 
Sudan unsad Free from sadness 25 
Surinam uranism A homosexual condition 39 
Suriname aneurism A localized abnormal dilatation of a 
blood vessel (such as an artery) filled 
with fluid or clotted blood, usually 
forming a pulsating tumor, resulting 
from disease of the vessel wall 
39 
Swaziland Dawn Zalis A named resident of Shenandoah 
Heights, Pennsylvania 
15 
Sweden endews An obsolete form of endues, provides 
or supplies 
39 
Switzerland Zwitserland The Dutch spelling of Switzerland 45 
Syria sairy Chiefly Scottish variant of sorry 39 
Taiwan atwain In two parts 39 
Tajikistan anti-Tajiks This quote appears on the website 
referenced: “But he is very Pro-
Afghanistan! And fairly anti-Tajiks & 
Uzbeks - He even said that he'd 
disown me if I ever thought of dating 
a Tajik Lady!” 
9 
Tanzania An-Naziat The seventy-ninth sura (section or 
chapter) of the Qur'an 
44 
Thailand Hindatal A drug 61 
The Gambia Megahabit A construction company in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil 
60 
Timor-Leste mirto Mirto is one of the most typical drinks 
of Sardinia and comes in two 
varieties: mirto rosso (red) produced 
by macerating myrtle berries, and 
mirto bianco (white) produced from 
the less common yellow berries and 
sometimes the leaves 
44 
Timor-Leste steel Commercial iron that contains carbon 
in any amount up to about 1.7 
39 
percent as an essential alloying 
constituent 
Timor-Leste tremolites Minerals Ca2Mg5Si8O22(OH)2 of the 
amphibole group that are white or 
gray calcium magnesium silicate and 
occur in long blade-shaped or short 
stout crystals and also in columnar, 
fibrous, or granular masses  
39 
Togo goot A 15th century spelling of goat, the 
domesticated browsing ruminant 
mammal 
25 
Tonga tango A ballroom dance of Spanish-
American origin characterized by 
posturing, frequent pointing 
positions, and a great variety of steps 
39 
Transnistria Trans-Istrian This is a headline for a Croatian 
holiday: “CROATIA – A Week in Istria 
along The Trans-Istrian Way” 
67 
Trinidad and 
Tobago 
Bogota The capital city of Colombia 37 
Trinidad and 
Tobago 
indradit Paracossus indradit is a moth in the 
family Cossidae; it is found in Thailand 
44 
Tunisia tainuis New Zealand branching shrubs with 
leaves prominently veined on the 
undersides 
35 
Turkey Kurtey A small ethnic group found along the 
Niger River valley in parts of the West 
African nations of Niger, Benin, Mali, 
and Nigeria; they are also found in 
considerable numbers in Ghana, Togo, 
Ivory Coast, and Burkina Faso 
44 
Turkmenistan mistaken 
turn 
In the book Death at Chappaquiddick, 
by Richard and Thomas Tedrow, there 
is a list of items which are reviewed in 
consideration of Senator Kennedy’s 
1969 incident – specifically “the beach 
shack, the mistaken turn, the sudden 
bridge, the moderate speed, the lost 
hour, the invisible light” 
47 
Turks and Caicos 
Islands 
Cascio Cascio Interstate Music is one of the 
largest musical instrument retailers in 
the US, with its headquarters and 
retail outlet in New Berlin, Wisconsin 
55 
Turks and Caicos 
Islands 
sturk A 16-18th century spelling of stirk, 
young bullock or heifer, usually 
between one and two years old 
25 
Tuvalu Tuluva A river in the West New Britain 40 
province, Papua New Guinea  
Uganda Gnadau A village and a former municipality in 
the district Salzlandkreis, in Saxony-
Anhalt, Germany. 
37 
Ukraine Nikaure An ancient Egyptian prince and vizier 
during the 4th dynasty 
44 
United Arab 
Emirates 
arba A carriage (such as a cab or coach) 
used in Turkey and neighboring 
countries 
39 
United Arab 
Emirates 
inebriated 
amateurs 
A phrase of obvious meaning, there 
are numerous occurrences of this in 
print and on the internet, including 
Facebook 
15 
United Arab 
Emirates 
steamier More steamy 39 
United Kingdom Dong Kim An American neurosurgeon in 
Houston, Texas 
44 
United States testudinates Reptiles of the order Testudinata, an 
order comprising the turtles and 
tortoises 
39 
Uruguay Yauguru Occurs in the name ‘Comparsa 
Yauguru’, a Uruguayan cultural group 
based in Sydney, Australia 
15 
Uzbekistan anti-Uzbeks The following quote appears at the 
website referenced:  "In March 2007, 
Mullah Nazir ousted the Uzbeks from 
Wana and its surroundings, the slain 
Maulana fully supported the anti-
Uzbeks drive. After that, Uzbeks and 
some of their Pakistani colleagues 
were chasing Maulana Noor 
Muhammad and finally they 
succeeded in achieving their target." 
21 
Vanuatu Navuatu  A place in Fiji 59 
Vatican City antivac Anti-vaccination; this word can be 
found in statements on the internet, 
such as: “The antivac movement is 
not based on science.” Nowadays, 
antivaxx is more common 
15 
Venezuela Avenue Elz A hiphop/rap group based in Chicago, 
US 
29 
Vietnam vitamen A variant spelling of vitamin, any of 
various organic substances that are 
essential to the nutrition of 
vertebrates, some invertebrates, and 
many microorganisms 
42 
Wales weals Stripes or raised lines made by a 39 
stroke (as of a whip) on the skin 
Western Sahara wresten An obsolete form of the verb wrest 25 
Yemen enemy A military foe 39 
Zaire rezai An 18th century spelling of razai, a 
quilted counterpane or coverlet, a 
cotton quilt 
25 
Zambia Bamzai The surname of Prithivi Nath Kaul 
Bamzai (1910–2007), a Kashmiri 
scholar and historian who wrote 
several books on the history of 
Kashmir and related topics  
44 
Zimbabwe Amzi Webb A sergeant (1788-1877) in Captain 
Jedediah Burnham’s company in the 
War of 1812; he was from Trumbull 
County, Ohio 
27 
 
And now for some of the words which occur in multiple country names … 
 
Democratic Credomatic BAC Credomatic is a bank which has 
presence all over Central America; it 
was founded in 1952 in Managua, 
Nicaragua 
44 
Island Lindas Girls named Linda 26 
Islands Sisland A very small village and parish in the 
county of Norfolk, England 
23 
New wen A cyst  39 
North thorn A sharp rigid process on a plant 39 
Northern thronner A person who is good at doing odd 
jobs 
8 
Republic Publicer A private limited company in England, 
registered at 71-75 Shelton Street, 
Covent Garden, London 
6 
Saint antis Individuals who are opposed (as to a 
practice, law, policy, or movement) 
39 
South shout To utter a sudden loud cry 39 
State teats Protuberances through which milk is 
drawn from the udder or breast of a 
mammal 
39 
States tastes Ascertains the flavor of by taking a 
small quantity into the mouth 
39 
United dunite A granitoid igneous rock belonging to 
the peridotites, consisting chiefly of 
olivine 
39 
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ADDING A THIRD VOWEL 
 
 
SUSAN THORPE 
Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire, England 
  thorpeds@hotmail.com  
 
Begin with a 2-vowel word in which the two vowels are different. Insert, or attach at the beginning or 
the end, a third different vowel to make a 3-vowel word. 
 
ADDING   A 
BERING (Strait) - BEARING 
BOUND - ABOUND 
BOUT - ABOUT 
COSTED - COASTED 
DINE - DIANE 
EDWIN - EDWINA 
FILED - FAILED  
GROUND - AGROUND                            
HUNTED - HAUNTED  
IDES - AIDES 
ITCHES - AITCHES   
JONES - JOANES (a first name)   
KITE - KAITE (a first name) 
KOREN (surname) - KOREAN 
LINER - LINEAR 
LONE - ALONE     
LOUD - ALOUD 
LUNCHING - LAUNCHING 
MIMED - MAIMED 
MUSES - AMUSES 
NIVE (a river in France) - NAIVE                
ORTE (a town in Italy) - ORATE 
PINTER - PAINTER 
PRISE - PRAISE 
QUIT - QUAIT (= ‘quoit)   
QUIN - QUIAN (a place in Spain) 
RECTOR - REACTOR 
RIDER - RAIDER 
RISE - RAISE 
ROBERT - ROBERTA 
ROSE - AROSE 
ROSTER - ROASTER 
ROUND - AROUND 
SENOR - SENORA 
TILED - TAILED 
TONE - ATONE 
TUBER - TAUBER (surname)  
UPON - AUPON (a first name)                      
VENUS - VENAUS (place in Italy) 
WHILE - AWHILE 
XINE (a first name) - AXINE (of a type of deer)                      
YOUNG - YOUNGA (surname) 
ZEUS - ZAEUS (surname)     
ADDING   E 
ASTRID - ASTRIDE                          
BATON - BEATON (surname) 
CAIN - CAINE (surname) 
DAMON - DAEMON 
FARING - FEARING 
GALLON - GALLEON 
HUMAN - HUMANE 
IDA - IDEA 
JASMIN (place in Canada) - JASMINE             
JOAN - JOANE (place in Portugal) 
KORAN - KOREAN 
LION - ELION (surname) 
LUPIN - LUPINE                             
MAIN - MAINE 
MAUD - MAUDE (a first name and a surname) 
NAIL - NAILE (place in Philippines) 
OPAL - OPALE (place in Slovenia)                                                          
PAUL - PAULE (both names)         
QUIT - QUITE                                          
RAIN - RAINE (surname)                                      
SATING - SEATING 
TAIL - TAILE (place in Laos)   
TOIL - TOILE (a fabric)  
UNIT - UNITE   
VIVA - VIVAE (a reptile species name) 
WAVING - WEAVING                         
XOAN - XOANE (two places in Spain) 
YASMIN (surname) - YASMINE (first name) 
ZOAN (an ancient city in Egypt) - ZOANE (first name) 
 
ADDING   I 
ANNE - ANNIE 
ANON - ANION 
BABES - BABIES 
CANE - CAINE  
CASTOR - CAISTOR (in Lincolnshire)  
CHASE - CHAISE 
DOSSER - DOSSIER 
EVAN - EVIAN (place in France)                                        
GERMAN - GERMAIN (a first name)   
HERON - HEROIN 
JANE - JAINE (a first name)      
KATE  - KATIE              
LANE - LAINE (surname) 
MANE - MAINE 
NOSE - NOISE 
OVEN - OVIEN (surname)  
OVER - OVIER (place in France)                        
PANTED - PAINTED 
PARED - PAIRED 
POSE - POISE                    
QUAD - QUAID (surname) 
RACER - RACIER 
SENOR - SENIOR 
SOLDER - SOLDIER 
STARED - STAIRED 
TRADE - TIRADE 
URON - URION (both surnames) 
VOLE - VOILE 
VOLENT (place in France) - VIOLENT    
WATER - WAITER 
XANE (a first name) - XAINE (Hotel in Spain) 
YOUNG - YOUING (addressing as ‘you’)    
ZONE - ZIONE (a first name)                         
 
ADDING   O 
BASTED - BOASTED 
BATING - BOATING   
BEAN - BEANO (comic) 
CAME - CAMEO 
CURSE - COURSE 
DINE - DIONE (place in Scotland)                                
FILED - FOILED 
FUNDED - FOUNDED 
HARDER - HOARDER         
IDLE - IDOLE (place in Wales)             
JANE - JOANE (place in Portugal) 
KATE - KOATE (place in Guinea) 
LITER - LOITER 
LUNGE - LOUNGE 
MATED - MOATED 
MISTER - MOISTER 
MUSE - MOUSE 
NILE - NIOLE (a first name)                   
PINTER - POINTER 
QUIT - QUOIT 
RANGE - ORANGE 
RUSE - ROUSE 
SURER - SOURER                    
TILED - TOILED                                                    
UNDER - UNDOER               
VICE - VOICE 
VILE - VOILE 
WINE - WOINE (a first name)                       
XANE (a first name) - XOANE (a place in Spain) 
YALE - YOALE (a first name) 
ZANE  - ZOANE (both first names) 
 
ADDING   U 
ASTIN - AUSTIN 
BONDING - BOUNDING 
CORSE (old ‘copse’) - COURSE     
DOSE - DOUSE  
EROS - EUROS 
FACET - FAUCET 
FELLING - FUELLING 
FONDER - FOUNDER                   
GAGE - GAUGE 
HOSE - HOUSE 
IVAN - IVAUN (surname)  
JOLE (old ‘jowl’) - JOULE 
KATE - KAUTE (surname) 
LOIS - LOUIS          
LOSE - LOUSE 
MADE - MAUDE 
MORNING - MOURNING 
NERON (a company name) - NEURON     
OSEL (a Baltic island) - OUSEL (a thrush)                                   
PAPER - PAUPER                                             
PENDING - UPENDING 
PONCING - POUNCING 
PONDER - POUNDER 
QITE (an ancient Egyptian weight measure) - QUITE                         
ROSE - ROUSE 
ROTE - ROUTE 
SADI - SAUDI                  
SAVE - SUAVE 
TOPE (surname) - TOUPE  
VALE - VALUE       
WINES - WINEUS (surname)    
XINE (a first name) - UXINE (a drug) 
YALE - YAULE (place in Uganda)     
ZONE - ZOUNE (a first name) 
 
 
 
    
 ... AND THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST 
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 Previously, in Some of the First Shall be Last, transpositions of one particular type were 
explored. These were based on dividing a word unto two parts which, when interchanged, 
again revealed a word. Another type is looked at here, based on a word being divided into 
three parts in such a way that leaves the middle letter(s) unchanged while the outer letters get 
swapped over. A short example would be the word west: dividing this into w/e/st and 
swapping the end sections yields the word stew. Similarly, le/a/p would give pale. 
One thing quickly becomes clear. All palindromes fit this pattern but only produce clones of 
themselves –bib, bob, pip, pop, level, redder, and so on. Also, there are many other trivial 
examples where the first and last letters are the same, especially those having S at both ends, 
such as sits, shops, swells, strains, supernumeraries: also those with D at both ends, such as 
dead, dined, danced, dangled, diminuend, disenfranchised: and likewise with the letter R. 
Furthermore, letter groups of two letters (bigrams) occur quite often – as in sense, decide, 
edged, retire, magma,, vegetative – and even trigrams like in entertainment, antioxidant, 
ionization,  tormentor, respires, underground, and hotshot. However, beginning and ending 
with the same letter(s) need not mean that transposition results in a clone: toast can transpose 
to stoat, ductedI can give deduct, and reader can give reread. 
Ignoring three-part transpositions that do not produce new words, there remain quite a few 
examples. With the two-part variety, even a 10-letter word exists and quite a few other 
longish ones, due to the presence of such compounds as workpieceI and piecework. Three-
part transpositions do not have that advantage, and also there are not many letter groups that 
occur both as word endings and word beginnings. Endings like –ing, -tion and –ment do not 
often start a word, and ad-, com-, con-, dis-, pro-, trans- hardly ever occur as endings, which 
rules out a wide range of common words.  Making do with words of up to nine letters, here 
are some of the available candidates:- 
Three-letter words – 
Among the many examples are the following:- are, ate, bad, bag, bat, bin, bog, bud, bun, 
bur, but, dam, daw, dew, dim, dog,  gar, gel,     mat, may,  way. 
  
Four-letter words – 
There are two configurations these can take – either -/--/- (where the middle two letters 
remain unchanged) or -/-/-- (where the other word of the pair becomes --/-/-). Starting with 
the first configuration we can have – 
Baud, dear, deal, leap, leat, meat, seat, neap ,reap, deep, deer, keel, keep, leer, meet, neep, 
seep, liar, foal, loin, room, doom, door, loop, loot, rout, sued, dolt, news, nowt, dens, dent, 
dink, gins, guns, darn, morn, sort, east. 
The pattern -/-/-- yields – 
Bast, dare, dash, fade, gash, kale, mare, mash, nape, lade, lave, late, laze, mate, pale, pane, 
rasp, rage, rape, rate, sate, sale, tale, tame, tape, wash, deep, demo, dene, meet, pest, post,  
redo, reap, disk, liar, lira, nipa, dosh, polo, loco, nope, posh, solo, rood, tosh, bust, dust, 
scar, snow, slow, star, slaw. 
Five-letter words – 
th/or/n, t/oa/st, st/a/le, tth/ro/b, s/ave/r, s/oot/h, d/owe/l, r/eve/l, d/ive/r, d/owe/r, t/r/ove, 
r/e/mit, . 
Six-letter words 
As the words get longer, more and more of them use the letters d,r,s, in conjunction with the 
letter e. In examples like formed and its pair defoem there is a strong semantic link via the 
word form itself. In cases like caller and recall the link to the word call is etymological but 
not semantic. And in the case of solder and resold there is no link of either sort. 
s/e/arch, r/e/sist, re/si/de, d/ocke/r, d/ange/r, d/imme/r, d/appe/r, r/e/form, d/e/form, d/ippe/r, 
r/ampe/d, r/agge/d, r/igge/d, ar/m/ful, s/ore/st, r/e/cent, e/n/sile. 
UK and US spellings can give rise to either two-part or three-part trnaspositioks. For example 
recent can produce cent/er or cent/r/e, and similarly with remit, relit and respect. 
Seven letters or more 
s/addle/r, ter/nit/e, s/educe/r, d/ampe/st, d/e/scent, d/e/flower, r/e/strain, d/elive/r, r/e/bound, 
d/eceive/r, d/ebate/r, d/enounce/r, and there may be even longer words of the form d/e----e/r,  
having ten letters or more. 















COLLOQUY 
 
Dave Morice is preparing an anthology of one-word poems and seeks contributions.  One from 
each contributor will be published in a series of ‘matchbook’[-sized] volumes.  It’s not a 
contest.  All are invited to send him as many they wish.  As well, all contributions will go into 
the anthology, which will be sent to every contributor.  Send yours to Dave, or ask him for 
further clarification or examples of what he has in mind, at 
  <drabc1946@gmail.com>. 
For example, Anil's ‘missunderstanding’.  But they needn’t be puns or neologisms, poignant or 
evocative real words can be poems too. 
 
DIVIDING AND ADDING 
   
 
SUSAN THORPE 
Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire, England 
   thorpeds@hotmail.com 
 
 
Start by dividing a 6-letter word (eg. DALTON below) into its first three letters and its last three letters. 
Add a common fourth letter to each group of three and make two four letter words. 
Continue by adding common letters and making increasingly longer words. 
  
                                  + 
                    D  A  L       T O N 
                                  E 
                L  E  A  D      N  O  T  E 
                                  S 
           S  L  A  D  E      S T  O  N  E 
                                 H 
      L  A  S  H  E  D      H  O  N  E  S  T 
                                 R     
 H  E  R A  L  D  S       T  H  R  O  N E  S   
 
 
                                 + 
                   P  O  R      T  A  L 
                                 E 
              R  O  P  E      L  A  T  E 
                                 S 
          S  P  O  R  E       L  E  A  S  T 
                                 D 
     D  O  P  E  R  S       S  L  A  T  E  D                                                           
                                 T 
 D  E  P  O  R  T  S       S  L  A  T  T  E  D 
 
 
                                + 
                    R  I  N      D  E  R 
                                E 
               E  R  I  N       D  E  E  R 
                                T 
          N  I  T  R  E       D  E  T  E  R 
                                S 
     S   T  R  I  N  E       D  E  S  E  R  T 
                                S 
  I  N  S  E  R  T  S       D  E  S  S  E  R  T          
 
 
The reader might try dividing 9-letter words into three groups of three letters and repeat the exercise. 
 
To spur you on, here are two examples (REMONSTRATED and MISREPRESENT) of 12-letter words 
divided into four groups of three letters: 
 
 
                    R  E  M                  O  N  S               T  R  A               T  E  D     
 
   +  O        M  O  R  E            S  O  O  N           R  O  T  A           D  O  T  E       
 
 
 
                     M  I  S                  R  E  P                 R  E  S               E  N  T 
 
    +   A      A  I  M  S            R  A  P  E            R  A  S  E            N  E  A  T 
 
    +   L    M  A  I  L  S        P  E  A  R  L       L  A  S  E  R        L  E  A  N  T 
VISUAL PALINDROMES IN HANGUL 
 
Roman Pyrih 
yuray00@yahoo.com 
 
Hangul (or hangeul) script was introduced in Korea in mid 15th century by king 
Sejong in order to spread literacy, as Chinese characters were hard to learn for the 
commoners. Until the 20th century Hangul was generally despised by Korean 
learned class as being too simplistic. Nowadays it is regarded as Korean national 
treasure and often praised for its ingenuity.   
Though sometimes confused with hieroglyphic writing, Hangul is an alphabetic 
system, with letters organized in syllabic square patterns, which makes a 
semblance of logograms. Unlike many other writing systems that evolved over 
extended period of time, Hangul’s design remained almost unchanged throughout 
the centuries. 
Hangul letters are stripped of any complexity, while mimicking sound articulation 
process and some philosophical concepts (Sky, Earth, Man). They embed the most 
basic geometry of vertical and horizontal lines, a square, a circle and a triangle.  
Probably, it is the combination of traditionality with constructivism, befitting 
modern trend for minimalistic graphic design, which makes Hangul curious subject 
of visual trickery.  
Due to inherent raw geometric appeal, sometimes words in Hangul, though purely 
alphabetical, seemingly go beyond their sound based platform and converge with 
abstract semantic ideas behind a word. These spontaneous quasi-philosophical 
manifestations could be also interpreted as a drift of alphabetical construct into the 
realm of hierogliphity.  
Provided as an example is the word ‘beauty’ (mi in Korean), a nice piece for 
contemplation. 
 
 
 
As Korean words are blocked into syllables, Korean palindromes are also syllabic, 
and letter-by-letter reversals are never composed. In this essay however we are 
more interested in Hangul words, frequently containing just one-syllable, which 
are visually symmetrical, while not necessarily being an actual palindrome. Below 
is the list of a few such words, selected by the author.  
  
 
Body (mom) 
 
 
 
Forest (soop) 
 
 
 
 
Ticket (pyu) 
 
 
 
 
Spring (pom) 
 
  
  
Cloth (ot) 
 
 
 
 
 
Flower (kot) 
 
 
 
 
Milk (uyu) 
 
 
 
 
Sound (eum) 
  
  
 
 
Shaman, nothing, radish (moo) 
 
 
 
And perhaps the best known Korean visual palindrome is ‘door bear’ (moon kom), 
with a second word being a vertical and mirror flip of the first one:  
 
 
 
 
 
 HOMOPHONIC SPOONERISMS 
 
 
SUSAN THORPE 
Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire, England 
  thorpeds@hotmail.com 
 
 
SPOONERISMS occur when the initial letters of a 2-word phrase are swapped to form a new phrase:            
        eg. SEND MAIL - MEND SAIL 
HOMOPHONES sound the same but are spelled differently and have different meanings:     
        eg.  WHICH and WITCH   
‘HOMOPHONC SPOONERISMS’ combines the two when converting one 2-word phrase into another 
2-word phrase: 
 
LETTER BOX - BETTER LOCKS 
 
SHE TAKES - TEE SHAKES (earthquake on golf course) 
 
ROUND HOLES - HOUND ROLLS 
 
PHONE CALLS - CONE FALLS 
 
SHE’S HIGH - HE’S SHY 
 
LEAD SHOT - SHED LOT 
 
LOCH NESS - KNOCK LESS 
 
FLEA BITE - BEE FLIGHT 
 
CHALET BOOZE - BALLET SHOES 
 
LEG BONE - BEG LOAN 
 
RIGHT FORK - FIGHT RORKE 
 
CHARLES CAIN - CARL’S CHAIN  
 
WASTE TIP - TASTE WHIP 
 
WOOD SHED - SHOULD WED 
 
GOLD COAST - COLD GHOST 
 
TALL STOREY - STALL TORY 
 
BALD HEAD - HAULED BED 
 
LOST TIME - TOSSED LIME 
 
RED SHOES - SHED RUSE 
 
SHORT CUT - COURT SHUT 
 
FOUR WAYS - WAR PHASE 
 
LAND SITE - SAND LIGHT 
 
MOST RIDDLES - ROAST MIDDLES 
 
LONG ROBE - WRONG LOBE 
 
COTTON WRAP - ROTTEN CAP 
 
LENS COVER - KEN’S LOVER  
 
PLANES LAND - LANES PLANNED 
 
NIGHT LIFE - LIGHT (weight) KNIFE 
 
BED DRAWER - DREAD BOAR       
 
BOAT RACE - WROTE ‘BASE’ 
 
LUNCH PILL - PUNCH LIL 
 
HIGH RATE - WRY HATE 
 
SHOE TIPS - TWO SHIPS 
 
LAUGHING STOCK - STAFFING LOCH 
 
SKITTLE LANE - LITTLE SKEIN          
 
LUNCH BOX - BUNCH LOCKS (hair) 
 
SUN SHINES - SHUN SIGNS 
 
CROW’S NEST - NOSE CREST 
 
CHEWS PEAR - POOH’S CHAIR 
 
HIGH RISE - WRY ‘HI’S 
 
HOLD TIGHT - TOLD HEIGHT 
 
SIX FORTY(time) - FIX SORTIE 
 
LOCH NESS - KNOCK LESS 
 
WATER DITCH - DAUGHTER WITCH 
 
KNIT HAT - HIT GNAT 
 
LOCKS DOOR - DOCK’S LAW 
 
TWO HOOTS - WHO TOOTS? 
 
LOST TOMB - TOSSED LOOM 
 
KILLS JOY - JILL’S COY 
 
SECOND BALL - BECKONED SAUL 
 
RIGHT LANE - LIGHT RAIN 
 
SOFT LIGHT - LOFT SITE 
 
LIGHT WANES - WHITE LANES 
 
WRONG LANE - LONG REIGN / REIN 
 
MILD DAY - DIALLED MAY          
 
SLEIGH RIDES - RAY SLIDES 
 
LOUD CRY - CROWD LIE 
 
BAD HEAD - HAD BED 
 
SWEET PIGS - PETE SWIGS 
 
JOHN WAYNE - ONE JANE    
 
LEAVES HOME - HEAVES LOAM 
 
CAT MEWS - MATT QUEUES 
 
CARE HOME - HAIR COMB 
 
CLIVES HERE - HIVE’S CLEAR    
 
RUM DO - DUMB ROO  
 
TIGHT WIRE - WHITE TYRE      
 
DALE’S MEAL - MAIL’S DEAL 
 
ROLL DOUGH - DOLE ROW (queue)   
 
FLOOR SHOW - SHORE FLOW 
 
SEIZED TIMON - TEASED SIMON    
 
GNAWED BED - BORED NED    
 
THROW GUM - GROW THUMB   
 
MAKE STEEL - STEAK MEAL 
 
CAST VOTE - VAST COAT 
 
SLENDER GAL - GLENDA SAL  
 
NICKS STOCK - STICKS KNOCK  
 
REST TIME - TEST RHYME       
 
WHITE SAILS - SIGHT WHALES 
 
PECK CHEEK - CHECK PEKE 
 
HALL BANNED - BALL HAND 
 
FIRST CALL - CURSED FALL 
 
‘BOO’ SHOCKS - SHOE BOX  
 
TEA BREW - BRIE TOO  
 
LOST TOMB - TOSSED LOOM 
 
WEAR SHAWL - SHARE WALL 
 
BEE’S HONEY - HE’S BUNNY 
 
SNAP JAWS - JAP SNORES 
 
RED BOWL - BED ROLL 
 
CASTLE HOWARD (in UK) - HASSLE COWARD 
 
MOWS GREEN - GROWS MEAN 
 
HOLD TIGHT - TOLD HEIGHT 
 
KIND MAN - MIND CAN (tin)! 
 
KEN BOUGHT - BEN CAUGHT 
 
THRIFTY NED - NIFTY THREAD 
 
In the above examples the 2 phrases do NOT have a meaningful relationship 
 
These 2 pairs of phrases are meaningfully linked 
 
CHEW FOOD - FEW CHEWED   
 
MANNED BAR - BANNED MA  
 
TRY BIKE - BUY TRIKE 
 
NORLEY SHOT - SURELY NOT!  
 
These 2 pairs of phrases read on, one from the other 
 
WHORE SAID - “SORE HEAD!“  
 
BEN CRIED - “KEN (means to take note of) BRIDE”  
 
“DAFT LAD” - LAUGHED DAD     
 
BALD MEN - MAULED BEN  
 
KNAVE SAID - “SAVE NED” 
 
PORTER WIPES - WATER PIPES 
 
 
 
 
 
 






MIRROR PALINDROMES 
 
Darryl Francis 
Brampton, Cumbria, England 
darryl.francis@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
In Language on Vacation, Dmitri Borgmann introduced the concept of ‘mirror 
palindromes (type A)’. He explained that there are 11 letters of the alphabet 
(AHIMOTUVWXY) the mirror images of which are identical with the original 
letters. If a word consisting entirely of such letters is printed vertically, it can 
be read unchanged in a mirror placed at the side of the word. He offered nine 
8-letter examples: AUTOMATA, AUTOTOMY, HOMOTAXY, MATAMATA, 
MOTIVITY, MYXOMATA, OUTMOUTH, WAIVATUA and WHIMWHAM. He 
supplemented these with three 9-letter examples: HOMOTAXIA, ITIVIMIUT and 
MYOMOTOMY. He offered one 10-letter example, the hyphenated HOITY-
TOITY, and explained that because the hyphen also remains unchanged in the 
mirror, this is effectively an 11-character mirror palindrome. These mirror 
palindromes are displayed here vertically: 
 
A A H M M M O W W H I M H 
U U O A O Y U A H O T Y O 
T T M T T X T I I M I O I 
O O O A I O M V M O V M T 
M T T M V M O A W T I O Y 
A O A A I A U T H A M T - 
T M X T T T T U A X I O T 
A Y Y A Y A H A M I U M O 
         A T Y I 
            T 
            Y 
 
Put simply, though, each of these words is composed entirely of letters which 
have vertical symmetry. I think this provides a more straightforward 
description of the words’ property than Borgmann’s ‘mirror palindrome (type 
A)’ explanation. However … 
 
With some dictionary searching, it’s possible to expand Borgmann’s collection 
of 8- and 9-letter mirror palindromes. Here are four more 9-letter words and 
five more 8-letter words: AMYOTAXIA, HAIMAVATI, MYXOMYOMA, 
THYMOMATA, HATHAWAY, HIAWATHA, MUTIVITY, TAXIAUTO, THATAWAY.  
Definitions for these nine mirror palindromes are given below: 
 
AMYOTAXIA inability to coordinate voluntary muscular 
movements 
W2 
HAIMAVATI a female divinity in Hinduism W2 
MYXOMYOMA a tumor composed of mucous tissue W2 
THYMOMATA tumors that arise from the tissue elements of 
the thymus 
UMW 
HATHAWAY Anne Hathway was the wife of William 
Shakespeare 
ODE3 
HIAWATHA the American Indian hero of Longfellow's 
poem The Song of Hiawatha 
UMW 
MUTIVITY tendency to change W2 
TAXIAUTO a taxi W2 
THATAWAY In that direction UMW 
 
Putting these into Borgmann’s mirror palindrome style of presentation, we 
have: 
 
A H M T H H M T T 
M A Y H A I U A H 
Y I X Y T A T X A 
O M O M H W I I T 
T A M O A A V A A 
A V Y M W T I U W 
X A O A A H T T A 
I T M T Y A Y O Y 
A I A A      
 
But searching online has turned up a small collection of additional 10-letter, 
11-letter and 12-letter examples of mirror palindromes, thus: 
 
THAUMATOMYIA A genus of flies in the family 
Chloropidae 
Wikipedia 
YAMAMOTOYAMA A master tea-maker company based 
in Pomona, California 
yamamotoyama.com 
AMMATHOTTAM A village in the Kumbakonam taluk of 
Thanjavur district, Tamil Nadu, India 
Wikipedia 
MATHIHUTTAA Mathihuttaa is an islet on the 
southern rim of Huvadhoo Atoll, 
Wikimapia 
southern Maldives 
MATTITHYAHU A variant spelling of Mattityahu, a 
Hebrew first name literally meaning 
"The gift of God" 
Wikipedia 
MOTUMOTUAHI In Māori tradition, one of the great 
ocean-going, voyaging canoes that 
were used in the migrations that 
settled New Zealand 
Wikipedia 
OUTTATHAWAY The third single by Australian 
alternative rockers, the Vines, from 
their debut album, Highly Evolved 
(July 2002) 
Wikipedia 
THAMMATTAMA A type of drum from Sri Lanka Wikipedia 
WHATUWHIWHI A settlement at the northern end of 
Tokerau Beach, on the Karikari 
Peninsula of Northland, New Zealand 
Wikipedia 
WHATAWHATA A place in New Zealand, at 37o 48’ S 
175o 10’ E 
Times Index 
Gazetteer 
 
Putting these into Borgmann’s mirror palindrome style of presentation, we 
have: 
 
T Y A M M M O T W W 
H A M A A O U H H H 
A M M T T T T A A A 
U A A H T U T M T T 
M M T I I M A M U A 
A O H H T O T A W W 
T T O U H T H T H H 
O O T T Y U A T I A 
M Y T T A A W A W T 
Y A A A H H A M H A 
I M M A U I Y A I  
A A         
 
Anyone care to find a 13-letter example, or longer? 


REMOVING COMMON ENDINGS TO MAKE WORDS  
 
 
SUSAN THORPE 
Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire, England 
   thorpeds@hotmail.com 
 
 
Pairs of words which end with the same group of letters have their common letter group removed 
(eg. TER in PETER and TER in ALTER) so that the remaining letters (PE and AL) form a word.   
 
Examples in which there are 3 or more words which end with the same group of letters are underlined. 
 
Each heading indicates the terminal common letter group 
 
AIL 
 
BAIL ENTAIL  =  BENT BAIL   RETAIL  =   BRET GAIL ENTAIL   =   GENT 
 
PAIL ENTAIL  =  PENT RAIL   ENTAIL  =   RENT SAIL ENTAIL   =   SENT 
 
WAIL    ENTAIL  =  WENT 
 
AIN 
 
BRAIN    AGAIN  =   BRAG DRAIN   AGAIN  =   DRAG LAIN AGAIN  =   LAG  
 
RAIN     AGAIN   =   RAG STAIN  AGAIN  =  STAG WAIN AGAIN  =  WAG 
 
ATE 
 
BERATE   GATE  =  BERG   BORATE  GATE   =  BORG   CRATE   AGATE  =  CRAG 
 
CREATE  ELATE   =  CREEL ELATE  FATE  =   ELF ELATE  MATE  =   ELM 
 
FATE     AGATE  =   FAG FATE   ORATE   MATE   =    FORM 
 
LATE      AGATE  =  LAG LATE   ORATE     DATE  =  LORD 
 
NATE     ORATE    MATE   =   NORM             SATE    TATE   ORATE    MATE  =  STORM 
 
STATE   AGATE  =  STAG STATE   IRATE   =  STIR          TATE  ORATE   NATE  =  TORN 
 
DER                                          
 
ALDER   BADER   =  ALBA CODER  ALDER   =  COAL ORDER  ALDER   =  ORAL 
 
RENDER   ALDER  = RENAL RIDER   ALDER   =  RIAL SENDER  ORDER   = SENOR 
 
END 
 
SEND LEND      AMEND   =  SLAM 
 
TEND REND     AMEND     SEND   =    TRAMS            
 
ENT 
 
SENT     PARENT    KENT  =   SPARK 
 
GER 
 
EAGER    MONGER   =  EAMON        HUGER   MANGER   =   HUMAN 
 
ICE 
 
MORICE  ALICE  =  MORAL OFFICE   ALICE  =   OFFAL VICE ALICE  =  VAL 
 
IDE 
 
BIDE     OXIDE   =  BOX           GUIDE    SIDE   =    GUS         GUIDE    TIDE   =   GUT 
 
HALIDE    TIDE  =  HALT        BESIDE    TIDE   =   BEST        RESIDE    TIDE  =   REST 
 
WIDE     ASIDE   =  WAS 
 
IGHT 
 
ALIGHT FIGHT  =  ALF HEIGHT  ALIGHT  =  HEAL HEIGHT   MIGHT  =   HEM 
 
HEIGHT RIGHT  =   HER      TIGHT   ALIGHT   EIGHT   SIGHT    =    TALES 
 
TIGHT EIGHT    NIGHT  =  TEN  and, using the same words  NIGHT   EIGHT  TIGHT   =   NET 
                                                                       in reverse order   
 
IN 
 
BRAIN   GIN   =   BRAG BRAIN   TIN   =   BRAT    CAIN   BIN   =   CAB 
 
CAIN PIN   =   CAP CHAIN    PIN   =  CHAP CHAIN    TIN   =   CHAT 
 
COIN PIN   =   COP DRAIN    TIN   =   DRAT GAIN  GIN   =   GAG 
 
GAIN  SIN    =  GAS GAIN    PIN    =   GAP GRAIN   BIN   =   GRAB 
 
GROIN WIN   =   GROW SIN    LATIN   ERIN  =  SLATER    LOIN   PIN   =    LOP 
 
MAIN   TIN  =   MAT PIN    ERIN    TIN   =  PERT PUTIN    SIN  =   PUTS  
 
RAIN       PIN   =    RAP RAIN    TIN  =   RAT RESIN    TIN   =  REST   
 
ROBIN    SIN  =  ROBS RODIN   SIN   =    RODS SPAIN    SIN  =  SPAS  
 
SPAIN    TIN   =   SPAT STAIN    BIN   =  STAB STAIN    GIN   =    STAG  
 
SWAIN   BIN   =    SWAB SWAIN   GIN  =   SWAG           SWAIN   PIN  =   SWAP 
  
SWAIN    TIN  =   SWAT THIN     EMIN  =  THEM    TRAIN    PIN   =   TRAP 
 
INE 
 
AMINE     PINE   =   AMP   and  vv  PINE   AMINE  =   PAM      URINE     NINE   =   URN 
 
LAND 
 
BLAND   ELAND  =  BE         BLAND   INLAND   =  BIN    FINLAND   ELAND   =  FINE 
 
POLAND  ELAND   =   POE     ROLAND   BLAND  =  ROB    ROLAND   ELAND   =   ROE      
    
ONE 
 
BONE  ATONE  HONE = BATH     CONE   ATONE  = CAT       DRONE   ATONE   =  DRAT 
 
GONE  ALONE  =  GAL             HONE  ALONE  TONE = HALT        HONE   ATONE  =    HAT 
 
 MALONE   TONE  =  MALT    NONE  ATONE  =  NAT PRONE  ATONE  =   PRAT       
                                                                                          
ORE              
 
BORE ADORE  =   BAD BORE   RESTORE  =  BREST CHORE   ADORE  =  CHAD 
 
CORE   ADORE  =    CAD CORE   ASHORE   =  CASH CORE RESTORE  = CREST 
 
FORE    ADORE  =   FAD FORE   LORE   YORE  =  FLY GORE   ADORE   =    GAD  
 
GORE    ASHORE  =  GASH SORE   IGNORE  =  SIGN  LORE  ADORE  YORE = LADY    
 
LORE  ASHORE  =  LASH MORE   ADORE   =   MAD MORE   ASHORE  =  MASH   
 
MORE  YORE  =  MY PORE  ADORE  SORE = PADS RESTORE   SORE  =  RESTS 
 
SHORE  YORE  =  SHY SORE    ADORE  =  SAD SORE  ASHORE  =  SASH  
 
SORE  LORE  ASHORE = SLASH   SORE   LORE  YORE  =  SLY   
 
SORE  MORE  ASHORE = SMASH    SORE   PORE  YORE = SPY*   
 
SORE  TORE  YORE  =  STY SPORE  YORE  =  SPY* STORE   ASHORE  =  STASH
  
STORE  ENCORE   =  STEN STORE  YORE  =  STY TORE    ADORE  =  TAD  
 
WHORE  YORE  =  WHY WORE   ADORE  =   WAD  WORE  ASHORE  =  WASH     
 
OUT       
 
BOUT    RAGOUT  =  BRAG   CROUT   ABOUT   =  CRAB FLOUT    ABOUT   =  FLAB
  
GOUT   ABOUT  =    GAB  GROUT  ABOUT  =  GRAB LOUT  ABOUT   =    LAB  
 
SCOUT  ABOUT  =  SCAB STOUT   ABOUT   =  STAB TOUT    ABOUT  =  TAB 
 
SH 
 
ASH    DOSH  =  ADO BASH   LASH  =  BALA  BOSH   ASH  =  BOA 
 
BOSH   RASH  =   BORA COSH   RASH   =   CORA CASH   MESH  =  CAME 
 
COSH    BRASH  =  COBRA COSH  MESH  =  COME DASH   MESH    =  DAME  
 
DASH   NASH  =   DANA DISH   MESH  =  DIME  DISH    DOSH    =   DIDO 
 
DOSH    MESH   =  DOME DOSH    RASH  =  DORA FISH    DOSH   =   FIDO 
 
FLESH    ASH  =  FLEA FRESH   DASH  =   FREDA GASH   MESH  =   GAME  
 
LASH    MESH   =   LAME LUSH    DOSH   =  LUDO  NASH   MESH   =   NAME      
  
NOSH    RASH   =   NORA POSH   GOSH  =   POGO   PUSH   MASH  =  PUMA 
 
RASH   GASH   =  RAGA RUSH    LASH  = RULA  SASH   GASH   =  SAGA  
 
SASH   MESH   =  SAME SASH   RASH   =  SARA TOSH   MESH   =   TOME 
 
SS    
                                                                            
ASS BLESS   =   ABLE ASS    CHESS   =  ACHE ASS CRESS   =   ACRE 
 
ASS LESS   =   ALE ASS   MISS  NESS   = AMINE ASS   TESS    =   ATE  
 
BASS   LESS   =   BALE BASS   NESS   =  BANE BASS   TESS    =    BATE  
 
BOSS   LESS   =  BOLE CRASS  TESS   =   CRATE CRESS   TESS  =  CRETE  
 
DOSS   LESS    =   DOLE   DOSS   MESS   =  DOME   DOSS    NESS   =   DONE  
 
DOSS   TESS  =   DOTE GRASS   BLESS =  GRABLE  GRASS  TESS  =   GRATE   
                                                                                         (Betty) 
LASS   MESS   =  LAME LASS   TESS   =   LATE LESS ASS    =   LEA  
 
LOSS   NESS    =  LONE MASS    LESS   =   MALE MASS   NESS   =  MANE 
 
MASS    TESS   =   MATE MISS    ASS   =   MIA MISS LESS   =   MILE  
 
MISS   NESS    =   MINE MISS   TESS   =   MITE MISS TRESS    =   MITRE 
 
MOSS   ASS   =   MOA MOSS   LESS    =   MOLE PISS LESS    =    PILE  
 
PASS   DRESS   =  PADRE PASS    LESS   =   PALE           PUSS   MASS    =   PUMA  
 
ROSS   LESS    =   ROLE RUSS   LESS   =   RULE TESS    ASS  =   TEA  
 
TOSS  MESS  =  TOME TOSS   NESS  =  TONE     
 
TED          
 
ACTED  CRATED  = ACCRA ACTED   RESTED  =  ACRES   BATED  RESTED  =  BARES 
 
CARTED MELTED = CARMEL  CARTED PETTED = CARPET   CRATED VENTED = CRAVEN    
                                                                               
FITTED  STED  =  FITS GATED    STED  =  GAS GRATED   TINTED  =  GRATIN
  
HATED   RESTED  =  HARES  HATED   STED  =  HAS HUNTED STED   =  HUNS 
 
MELTED  BATED = MELBA PETTED   STED  =  PETS RUSTED STED   =  RUSS 
 
SEATED   STED  =  SEAS SPOTTED   STED  =   SPOTS STED   CARTED  =  SCAR  
 
STED   WANTED =  SWAN     TARTED SALTED = TARSAL  TROTTED  STED  =  TROTS 
 
TER 
 
         CATER   INTER  =  CAIN and, using the same 2 words,   INTER   CATER   =   INCA 
 
ALTER   BANTER  =  ALBAN  ALTER  LISTER  =  ALLIS CATER  PETER  =  CAPE       
  
DETER  ALTER   =   DEAL  GRATER   PETER  =  GRAPE LATER  METER  =  LAME  
 
LITER   MATER   =   LIMA   MATER    INTER  =  MAIN MATER   LITER  =  MALI  
 
METER ALTER   =   MEAL PATER  INTER   =   PAIN PETER  ALTER  =  PEAL  
 
RATER  INTER  =   RAIN      WALTER  LISTER = WALLIS   WATER INTER  =  WAIN 
 
 
 
 


WE’RE LOOKING FOR THE SMOKING PUN 
Another Roundup of Wordplay in Quotidian Situations 
 
DON HAUPTMAN  
New York, New York 
donhauptman@nyc.rr.com 
 
 
Every day, the front page of The Wall Street Journal features an amusing or quirky story.   
 
On November 1, 2018, the column focused on a group of Russian trolls who were fans of a game  
show on Comedy Central. The program, @midnight with Chris Hardwick (2013-17), posed challenges 
involving punny variations on a specific premise. Some of the tweeted entries were pretty good.  
For example, invited to devise titles of movies with a wealth theme, their submissions included  
The Empire Strikes Oil and Something’s Yacht to Give.  
 
Why did they do it? No one knows, but the article suggests that the trolls had goals. Professionally  
(so to speak), they generated social-media posts to influence U.S. public opinion. Thus, they may have 
been attempting to learn about American culture and polish their English and humor skills. From my 
perspective, this peculiar tale simply demonstrates the universal appeal of wordplay. (Many of these 
videos are on YouTube; search #HashtagWars.)  
 
 
Once again, it’s time for a “perfect swarm” of puns that I managed to deploy in real-life situations.  
At the time, I thought they were original. Of course, clever people abound. Insofar as it was possible  
to locate antecedents via Google, I acknowledged that I was anticipated, and in cases of documented 
originality, supplied credit and attributions. See the notes at end of this article. 
 
 
 At my neighborhood bank, an employee began to explain how to use a new type of ATM.  
But I was already familiar with the devices. Politely interrupting, I quipped: “Like a dentist,  
I know the drill.” 
 
 A V.I.P. told me he could be reached directly via his organization’s website. Not so. As I later 
complained: “All my messages were answered by minions with opinions.” 
 
 I’m an avid theatergoer, but dislike so-called “interactive” productions in which performers 
venture into the audience to chat up, manhandle, or otherwise embarrass hapless patrons.  
Hence my battle cry: “Build the fourth wall!” 
 
 Like almost everyone, I occasionally quote from memory. In an attempt at full disclosure,  
I puckishly add: “That’s probably not verbatim, but it’s the gist—with a twist.” 
 
 In a follow-up e-mail, the sender referred to his earlier messages, necessitating a hunt and  
this report: “Like Theseus, I found the thread.” 
 
 Now that marijuana is legal, it has found its way into cuisine, spawning recipes ranging  
from lasagna to jerk chicken. One might expect to see a cookbook titled Pot in Every Pot. 
 I invited a friend to a concert, but didn’t receive a reply in time. Gamely, I offered the printed 
program as a “consternation prize.” 
 
 At my gym, a TV in the lounge usually blasts a news channel. In this day and rage, when 
everyone carries a mobile device and headphones, it’s especially inexcusable to irritate others  
in a public setting. On one occasion, I asked if it would be OK to mute the audio, archly noting: 
“I’m a member of the silent minority.” 
 
 The protein bars called RXBAR are a favorite snack. In October 2017, the company was acquired 
by Kellogg for $600 million. So the founder instantly became a “cereal entrepreneur.” 
 
 Commenting on a new book at the request of the author, I noted that certain religious 
fundamentalists perceive everything in terms of a dichotomy of good and evil. This  
phenomenon, I suggested, might inspire a film: Manichean from Heaven. 
 
 Offered compensation for a debt via online funds transfer, I waived the small sum, dubbing  
the gesture a “PayPal dispensation.”   
 
 And speaking of the pope: Like many people, I was surprised when he expressed a tolerant view 
of homosexuality. Perhaps he really meant to say: “Who am I to budge?”  
 
 A remark I encountered was so candid that it must have been written with a blunt instrument.  
 
 Witnessing an individual’s pronounced lack of curiosity, I observed that he makes G.W. Bush 
look like G.W. Carver. 
 
 I live in Manhattan. When a friend on the West Coast sent me an issue of The New Yorker  
via postal mail, I expressed gratitude, but advised that she could have spared herself the expense 
and trouble, adding: “It’s like carrying coals to new hassle.” 
 
 In a similar geographical incident, I characterized New York City’s real-estate situation  
to an out-of-towner: “Multimillion-dollar apartments here are a dime a dozen.” 
 
 For a friend who follows certain industry crises and kerfuffles, I routinely clip hard-copy 
newspaper articles on the subject. But when such reports became so frequent that the task  
proved onerous, I had to cut back. “This isn’t everything,” I said, “but it’s enough to give  
you a handle on the scandal.” 
 
 Last year, a routine update of my iPhone automatically installed a “Measure App.” At an  
Apple store, a techie explained that it gauges the size of objects. I riposted: “Will it take  
the measure of one’s life, philosophically?” 
 
 
And finally: Making reservations for a ritzy benefit, I opted for lower-priced tickets for the performance 
alone, minus the catered banquet. Then the organization’s officials, perhaps because of no-shows, offered 
a comp upgrade to the full event, including the dinner. I promptly informed my companion: “We’ve just 
been moved higher on the food chain.” 
 
 
CREDITS AND CONFESSIONS: Smoking pun (title): Numerous variations are online. Minions: a video-game reviewer’s blog. 
Gist: A stage play with this title was performed in India in 2017. Pot: Several citations, though not re cooking. Silent minority: 
thousands of matches. Budge: In the lyrics of a 2017 song by Kevin Gates, a rapper. New hassle: Title of a Washington State 
pollution report. Dime: NBC news report title. And multiple links for drill, consternation, cereal, PayPal, scandal. 
STATENAME LADDERS 
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Word ladders have featured many times in the past in Word Ways, where a 
word is changed into a related word one letter at a time. A simple example is 
to turn LEAD into GOLD – thus, LEAD-LOAD-GOAD-GOLD. Another easy 
example is COLD-CORD-CARD-WARD-WARM. 
 
More difficult ladders between connected words can be achieved by changing 
one letter at a time and then transposing the resulting letters. Each step on 
such a word ladder is effectively a substitute-letter transposal. Here’s how to 
go from RIGHT to WRONG: RIGHT-GRIOT-GROIN-WRONG. And here’s how 
PILGRIM and FATHERS can be connected: PILGRIM-IMPERIL-LIMITER-MALTIER-
ARMLETS-FALTERS-FATHERS.  
 
It occurred to me that it would be interesting to determine if a set of word 
ladders could be constructed connecting US statenames of the same length. 
There are three 4-letter statenames (Iowa, Ohio and Utah), which means there 
are three potential ladders: Iowa-Ohio, Iowa-Utah, and Ohio-Utah. Similarly, 
there are three 5-letter statenames (Idaho, Maine and Texas), again leading to 
three potential ladders. And so on up to statenames with 13 letters. All told, 
there are 139 different potential ladders connecting statenames of the same 
length. Below are examples for 133 of these ladders. In the table below, for 
each of the 133 ladders, I show the number of words in the shortest 
theoretically possible ladder, the number of words in the actual ladder I have 
offered, and the potential reduction in the number of steps between the 
shortest theoretically possible ladder and the actual ladder presented. I’m sure 
there is plenty of scope for reducing the length of many of the chains. Any 
reductions that readers can find would be welcomed by the editors. 
 
A word about the six ladders I haven’t been able to build. Four of the six 
nonexistent ladders involve MISSISSIPPI at one end or the other. There just 
doesn’t seem to be any way to change a letter of MISSISSIPPI to get a ladder 
started or finished. And the other two nonexistent ladders involve 
MASSACHUSETTS. While there is a trans-substitution of MASSACHUSETTS (to 
SETSUMATSUSHA), there doesn’t seem to be a further trans-substitution 
allowing progress further along the ladder. If anyone can overcome these 
problems, please let us know via the editors. 
 
Words 
in 
shortest 
possible 
ladder 
Words 
in 
actual 
ladder 
Possible 
reduction 
in steps 
 4-letter states: Iowa, Ohio, Utah 
3 3 0 Iowa ohia Ohio 
   
4 4 0 Iowa ohia huia Utah 
  
4 4 0 Ohio ohia huia Utah 
  
5-letter states: Idaho, Maine, Texas 
4 4 0 Idaho danio amino Maine 
  
5 6 1 Idaho dhoti hoist oaths heats Texas 
4 4 0 Maine names steam Texas 
  
6-letter states: Alaska, Hawaii, Kansas, Nevada, Oregon 
5 6 1 Alaska kahals halals wallah Halawi Hawaii 
3 3 0 Alaska laksas Kansas 
   
5 6 1 Alaska akelas ankles knaves davens Nevada 
7 8 1 Alaska akelas ankles knarls krangs organs 
    
orange Oregon 
   
5 6 1 Hawaii Halawi halwas Khalsa laksas Kansas 
5 7 2 Hawaii Halawi dahlia Adelia nailed idaean  
    
Nevada 
    
7 9 2 Hawaii Halawi awhile hameil mailer morale 
    
gaoler orange Oregon 
  
4 7 3 Kansas laksas Akelas ankles knaves davens 
    
Nevada 
    
6 6 0 Kansas kangas krangs organs orange Oregon 
5 5 0 Nevada agenda danger orange Oregon 
 
7-letter states: Alabama, Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Montana, New York, Vermont, 
Wyoming 
6 6 0 Alabama malabar malaria laminar mazarin Arizona 
6 6 0 Alabama malabar malaria mariola aliform Florida 
7 7 0 Alabama malabar bimalar Laramie regalia argoile 
    
Georgia 
    
6 6 0 Alabama lambada Lambadi baladin idalian Indiana 
5 5 0 Alabama tambala matalan Matalon Montana 
 
8 9 1 Alabama tamable lambert brantle latoner elytron 
    
styrone yonkers New York 
  
7 7 0 Alabama tambala tamable lambent lomenta montera 
    
Vermont 
    
7 9 2 Alabama tambala ambital bimanal blaming mangily 
    
yawling yowling Wyoming 
  
4 4 0 Arizona Adriano ordinal Florida 
  
4 4 0 Arizona Argonia origane Georgia 
  
4 4 0 Arizona Adriano diarian Indiana 
  
4 5 1 Arizona Adriano mandora amorant Montana 
 
5 6 1 Arizona Adriano aneroid downier wonkier New York 
5 5 0 Arizona romania moraine montera Vermont 
 
5 8 3 Arizona romania angioma loaming mangily yawling 
    
yowling Wyoming 
   
4 4 0 Florida dariole Loegria Georgia 
  
5 5 0 Florida ordinal laniard diarian Indiana 
 
6 6 0 Florida dilator Rotalia ailanto amation Montana 
6 7 1 Florida ordinal aileron loaners Koreans yonkers 
    
New York 
    
6 6 0 Florida dilator leotard levator venator Vermont 
6 6 0 Florida ordinal adoring roaming worming Wyoming 
6 6 0 Georgia origane Argonia Arioian diarian Indiana 
6 6 0 Georgia origane moraine montera amorant Montana 
5 5 0 Georgia origane wagoner awroken New York 
 
5 5 0 Georgia origane moraine montera Vermont 
 
5 5 0 Georgia origane roaming worming Wyoming 
 
4 4 0 Indiana Adonian Antonia Montana 
  
7 7 0 Indiana diarian araneid aneroid downier wonkier 
    
New York 
    
7 7 0 Indiana diarian araneid aneroid moraine montera 
    
Vermont 
    
6 7 1 Indiana Odinian gonidia adoring roaming worming 
    
Wyoming 
    
6 6 0 Montana montane montera trowmen network New York 
4 4 0 Montana montane montera Vermont 
  
5 6 1 Montana amation moating roaming worming Wyoming 
4 6 2 New York workmen moniker invoker Trevino Vermont 
4 8 4 New York yonkers groynes signory yorking working 
    
worming Wyoming 
   
5 5 0 Vermont morient emoting meowing Wyoming 
 
8-letter states: Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Oklahoma, Virginia 
7 8 1 Arkansas sardanas sandarac Calandra cardanol cartload 
    
doctoral Colorado 
   
6 6 0 Arkansas sardanas Saarland  adrenals Alanreed Delaware 
7 7 0 Arkansas Alaskans sisalana Saillans Allisons allision 
    
Illinois 
    
7 8 1 Arkansas ransacks snackers crankest cronkest unsocket 
    
Kentucks Kentucky 
   
5 5 0 Arkansas sardanas mansards Marsland Maryland 
 
7 7 0 Arkansas ransacks Sarnacki rackings chagrins chairing 
    
Michigan 
    
6 6 0 Arkansas samskara karaisms komissar ossarium Missouri 
3 5 2 Arkansas Arkansaw swanmark Markesan Nebraska 
 
6 6 0 Arkansas Alaskans Onalaska oolakans Koolhaas Oklahoma 
6 7 1 Arkansas sardanas Sardians Sardinia aniridia viridian 
    
Virginia 
    
6 6 0 Colorado doctoral cartload Calodera acredale Delaware 
7 8 1 Colorado doctoral toroidal dilators ordinals sinoidal 
    
allision Illinois 
   
8 9 1 Colorado doctoral locators crotales ancestor counters 
    
unsocket Kentucks Kentucky 
  
5 6 1 Colorado doctoral cartload cardanol mandorla Maryland 
7 8 1 Colorado doctoral crotalid cilantro locating latching 
    
matching Michigan 
   
7 8 1 Colorado doctoral crotalid calorist acrotism amorists 
    
ossarium Missouri 
   
7 8 1 Colorado doctoral ostracod redcoats ancestor baronets 
    
ratsbane Nebraska 
   
5 10 5 Colorado doctoral toroidal modiolar homaloid halidoms 
    
mochilas chloasma masoolah Oklahoma 
 
7 8 1 Colorado doctoral crotalid cilantro caroling original 
    
virginal Virginia 
   
8 8 0 Delaware airedale reallied arillode arilloid Rollinia 
    
allision Illinois 
   
8 9 1 Delaware Alanreed adrenals launders neutrals centaurs 
    
strucken Kentucks Kentucky 
  
4 4 0 Delaware Alanreed alderman Maryland 
  
8 8 0 Delaware airedale remedial remained dreaming creaming 
    
charming Michigan 
   
8 10 2 Delaware awardees seawards madrases misreads dismaler 
    
moralise solarium ossarium Missouri 
 
5 6 1 Delaware awardees seabeard seerband Redbanks Nebraska 
6 10 4 Delaware acredale declares decrials decimals camisole 
    
mochilas chloasma masoolah Oklahoma 
 
7 7 0 Delaware laagered enlarged dragline gainlier virginal 
    
Virginia 
    
8 9 1 Illinois allision stallion toenails aconites conkiest  
    
unsocket Kentucks Kentucky 
  
7 7 0 Illinois allision simonial orinasal manorial mandorla 
    
Maryland 
    
6 6 0 Illinois allision simonial mailings claiming Michigan 
5 6 1 Illinois illusion Limousin lionisms similors Missouri 
7 7 0 Illinois allision lesional ailerons baronies bearskin 
    
Nebraska 
    
7 8 1 Illinois allision scallion laconism mochilas chloasma 
    
masoolah Oklahoma 
   
6 7 1 Illinois allision simonial mailings railings virginal 
    
Virginia 
    
7 10 3 Kentucky Kentucks unsocket counters ancestor monstera 
    
ransomed mandoras mandorla Maryland 
 
8 9 1 Kentucky Kentucks unsocket counties scouting coasting 
    
coamings chimango Michigan 
  
8 8 0 Kentucky Kentucks unsocket counters outcries moisture 
    
tourisms Missouri 
   
7 7 0 Kentucky Kentucks unsocket cronkest Ackerson brackens 
    
Nebraska 
    
8 10 2 Kentucky Kentucks unsocket noctules osculate eschalot 
    
calathos chloasma masoolah Oklahoma 
 
8 10 2 Kentucky Kentucks unsocket counters routines genitors  
    
angriest  averting vinaigre Virginia 
 
6 7 1 Maryland dairyman mridanga admiring maidling claiming 
    
Michigan 
    
7 7 0 Maryland mandorla manorial roumania mainours ossarium 
    
Missouri 
    
5 5 0 Maryland malander adrenals larnakes Nebraska 
 
5 7 2 Maryland mandorla mandolas Asolando oolakans Koolhaas 
    
Oklahoma 
    
6 6 0 Maryland Grayland daringly drailing virginal Virginia 
6 8 2 Michigan chimango coamings isogamic logicism sciolism 
    
similors Missouri 
   
7 7 0 Michigan marching crashing creasing bearings bearskin 
    
Nebraska 
    
6 7 1 Michigan mishnaic shamanic chamisal chloasma masoolah 
    
Oklahoma 
    
4 5 1 Michigan claiming caviling virginal Virginia 
 
7 7 0 Missouri ossarium biramous ambrosin baronies bearskin 
    
Nebraska 
    
7 7 0 Missouri ossarium mosasaur amorosas massoola masoolah 
    
Oklahoma 
    
6 9 3 Missouri tourisms amorists agistors organist rigatoni 
    
trailing virginal Virginia 
  
7 8 1 Nebraska Markesan shareman marchesa marschal chloasma 
    
masoolah Oklahoma 
   
6 6 0 Nebraska bearskin bearings vinegars vinaigre Virginia 
8 11 3 Oklahoma masoolah chloasma chamisal shamanic mishnaic 
    
gaminish graminis migraine vinaigre Virginia 
 
9-letter states: Louisiana, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, Tennessee, Wisconsin 
5 6 1 Louisiana Galoisian magnolias atonalism anatomies 
   
 
Minnesota 
   8 13 5 Louisiana Galoisian isolating glutinosa pulsation 
   
 
poulaines phaseolin anopheles Halesowen 
   
 
nosewheel nose-jewel Jo Sweeney New Jersey 
8 10 2 Louisiana lacinious sulcation coastline encomiast 
   
 
centesimo economies economize Niemczewo 
   
 
New Mexico 
   8 15 7 Louisiana Lusitania lusatians insulates essential 
   
 
arsenites arseniate estuarian saturnine 
   
 
uneastern unwestern unsweeten unevenest 
   
 
seventeen Tennessee 
  5 8 3 Louisiana Aitolians satiation situation sinuation 
   
 nicotians socinians Wisconsin  
7 9 2 Minnesota tensional hailstone anetholes 
 
   
 
Halesowen nosewheel nose-jewel Jo Sweeney 
   
 
New Jersey 
   5 6 1 Minnesota encomiast emication Ecionemia Ciemniewo 
   
 
New Mexico 
   5 6 1 Minnesota cantonise tenancies sentience sentences 
   
 
Tennessee 
   5 5 0 Minnesota sensation sanctions socinians Wisconsin 
6 12 6 New Jersey Jo Sweeney nose-jewel nosewheel whensoe'er 
 
  
 
overweens Reedson, WV ironweeds Serwoniec 
 
  
 
Czerniewo Niemczewo New Mexico 
 5 8 3 New Jersey Jo Sweeney Joy Senese eyestones yestreens 
   
 
terseness tenseness Tennessee 
 7 12 5 New Jersey Jo Sweeney nose-jewel nosewheel wholeness 
   
 
wenchless chewiness Schwieson Sosnowiec 
   
 
cooniness incession Wisconsin 
 7 12 5 New Mexico Niemczewo economize economies centesimo 
   
 
monetizes sonnetize sonnetise inertness 
   
 
sternness tenseness Tennessee 
 5 8 3 New Mexico Ciemniewo Mianowice Amnicon, WI insomniac 
   
 
inactions socinians Wisconsin 
 6 8 2 Tennessee tenseness sternness inertness sonnetise 
   
 
conessine incession Wisconsin 
 10-letter states: California, Washington 
7 9 2 California fractional falcations agnostical glasnostic 
 
  
 
agonistics incognitas nowcasting Washington 
11-letter states: Connecticut, Mississippi, North Dakota, Rhode Island, South Dakota 
12 
  
Connecticut 
 
  Mississippi 
8 11 3 Connecticut noctilucent  noctilucine nautilicone reclination 
   
 
interaction contorniate entocarotid dehortation 
   
 
adhortation North Dakota 
 
 8 10 2 Connecticut noctilucent  noctilucine nautilicone declination 
   
 
directional chlorinated achondrites disanchored 
   
 
Rhode Island 
   12 14 2 Connecticut noctilucent  noctilucine nautilicone reclination 
 
  
 
interaction contorniate entocarotid dehortation 
 
  
 
adhortation North Dakota Andrakottos Natsuko Toda 
 
  
 
South Dakota 
   12 
  
Mississippi 
   
North Dakota 
10 
  
Mississippi 
   
Rhode Island 
11 
  
Mississippi 
   
South Dakota 
7 9 2 North Dakota adhortation dehortation orthodiaene lionhearted 
    
chlorinated achondrites disanchored Rhode Island 
3 4 1 North Dakota Andrakottos Natsuko Toda South Dakota 
 
8 12 4 Rhode Island disanchored achondrites chlorinated lionhearted 
    
orthodiaene dehortation adhortation North Dakota 
    
Andrakottos Natsuko Toda South Dakota 
 
12-letter states: New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
7 10 3 New Hampshire Prince Mahesh Marchenspiel Charles Maine aldermancies 
    
encarnalised Carney Island Canvey Island pensylvanica 
    
Pennsylvania 
   
6 12 6 New Hampshire Prince Mahesh Marchenspiel Charles Maine aldermancies 
    
encarnalised Centre Island internalised eternalising 
    
trianglewise Living Waters West Virginia 
 
7 10 3 Pennsylvania Pensylvania's vena spinalis palestinians internasalis 
    
sanitariness Nissan Verita Saint-Gervais East Virginia 
    
West Virginia 
   
13-letter states: Massachusetts, North Carolina, South Carolina 
10 
  
Massachusetts 
   
North Carolina 
7 
  
Massachusetts 
   
South Carolina 
3 3 0 North Carolina Carrauntoohil South Carolina 
  
 
  
     
  
154 = the potential reduction in the total number of steps! 
 
Sources for all the words and names above are summarised in the table below: 
 
Collins English Dictionary (2018) 
amorant; amorosas; baladin; cantonise; chewiness; conkiest; Halesowen; laksas; masoolah; 
nosewheel; Saarland; snackers; sonnetise; Trevino; whensoe'er; wonkier 
Collins Official Scrabble Words (2019) 
cronkest; encarnalised; eternalising; internalised; lomenta 
Dorland's Illustrated Medical Dictionary, 28th edition 
internasalis - see 'sutura internasalis' 
en.wiktionary.org 
East Virginia 
encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com 
Andrakottos 
Facebook 
Jo Sweeney; Schwieson 
Oxford English Dictionary 
acredale- hyphenated, except solid in 1831 quote; Aitolians - see 'Aetolian'; amation; argoile - see 
'argol'; awroken - see 'awreak'; glasnostic; halwas - see 'halva'; komissar - see 'commissar'; lambada;  
malander - see 'mallender'; marschal - see 'marshal'; moralise - see 'moralize'; morient; nose-jewel;  
nowcasting; Pensylvania's - see 'butcherbird', 1792 quote - possessive or plural form; pensylvanica - 
see 'yellow jacket', 1939 quote; reallied – see ‘re-ally’, 1596 quote; sanitariness; Sardinia - see 
'sardine' 
Ordnance Survey Gazetteer of Great Britain, 3rd edition 
Canvey Island 
Times Index Gazetteer of the World 
Ackerson; Alanreed; Amnicon, WI; Argonia; Arkansaw; Centre Island; Grayland; Markesan; Marsland;  
Onalaska; Saillans; Saint Gervais 
Webster’s New International Dictionary, Second edition 
acrotism; adhortation; Adonian; agonistics; aldermancies; ambital; amorists; Antonia; Arioian; 
arseniate; bimalar; brantle; chimango; diarian; emication; entocarotid; estuarian; eyestones; 
falcations; Galoisian; gaminish; gaoler; Halawi; homaloid; kangas; lacinious; Lambadi; Laramie;  
latoner; lesional; Loegria; Lusitania; maidling; massoola; matalan; Odinian; oolakans; orthodiaene; 
ossarium; seerband; similors; simonial; sinoidal; stricken; styrene; sulcation; trianglewise; venator; 
vinaigre; wenchless 
Webster’s Third New International Dictionary 
achondrites; aconites; Adelia; admiring; adoring; adrenals; agenda; agistors; agnostical; ailanto; 
aileron; ailerons; Airedale; Akelas; Alaskans; alderman; aliform; allusion; ambrosin; amino; anatomies; 
ancestor; aneroid; anetholes; angioma; angriest; aniridia; ankles; anopheles; araneid; arillode; arilloid; 
armlets; arsenates; atonalism; averting; awardees; awhile; baronets; baronies; bearings; bearskin; 
bimanal; biramous; blaming; brackens; Calandra; calathos; calorist; camisole; card; cardanol; carolling; 
cartload; cavilling; centaurs; centesimo; chagrins; chairing; chamisal; charming; chloasma; 
chlorinated; cilantro; claiming; coamings; coasting; coastline; cold; conessine; contorniate; cord; 
counters; counties; crankest; crashing; creaming; creasing; crotales; crotalid; dahlia; dairyman; 
danger; danio; daringly; dariole; davens; decimals; declares; declination; decrials; dehortation; dhoti; 
dilator; dilators; directional; disanchored; dismaler; doctoral; downier; dragline; drailing; dreaming; 
economies; economize; elytron; emoting; encomiast; enlarged; eschalot; essential; falters; fathers; 
fractional; gainlier; genitors; goad; gold; gonidia; graminis (see 'radix graminis'); griot; groin; groynes; 
hailstone; halals; halidoms; hameil; heats; hoist; huia; idaean; idalian; illusion; imperil; inactions; 
incession; incognitas; inertness; insomniac; insulates; interaction; invoker; ironweeds; isogamic; 
isolating; kahals; karaisms; Kentucks; Khalsa; knarls; knaves; Koreans; krangs; laagered; laconism; 
lambent; lambert; laminar; lanyard; larnakes; latching; launders; lead; leotard; levator; limiter; 
Limousin; lionhearted; lionisms; load; loaming; loaners; locating; locators; logicism; lusatians; 
madrases; magnolias; mailer; mailings; mainours; malabar; malaria; maltier; mandolas; mandora; 
mandoras; mandorla; mangily; manorial; mansards; marchesa; marching; mariola; matching; mazarin; 
meowing; mishnaic; misreads; moating; mochilas; modiolar; moisture; monetizes; moniker; monstera; 
montane; montera; moraine; morale; mosasaur; mridanga; nailed; names; nautilicone; network; 
neutrals; nicotians; noctilucent; noctilucine; noctules; oaths; ohia; orange; ordinal; ordinals; organist; 
organs; origane; original; orinasal; osculate; ostracod; outcries; overweens; palestinians; phaseolin; 
pilgrim; poulaines; pulsation; rackings; railings; ransacks; ransomed; ratsbane; reclination; redcoats; 
regalia; remained; remedial; rigatoni; right; roaming; Rollinia; romania; Rotalia; roumania; routines; 
samskara; sanctions; sandarac; sardanas; Sardians; satiation; scallion; sciolism; scouting; seabeard; 
seawards; sensation; sentences; sentience; shamanic; shareman; signory; sinuation; sisalana; 
situation; socinians; solarium; sonnetize; stallion; steam; sternness; swanmark; tamable; tambala; 
tenancies; tenseness; tensional; terseness; toenails; toroidal; tourisms; trailing; trowmen; unsocket; 
vinegars; virginal; viridian; wagoner; wallah; ward; warm; wholeness; working; workmen; worming; 
wrong; yawling; yestreens; yonkers; yorking; yowling 
Webster’s Biographical Dictionary 
Adriano 
Wikipedia 
Allisons; Asolando; Calodera; Carney Island; Carrauntoohil; Charles Maine; Ciemniewo; Ecionemia; 
glutinosa; Joy Senese; Koolhaas; Living Waters; Matalon; Mianowice; Natsuko Toda; Niemczewo; 
Nissan Verita; Redbanks; Reedson WV; Sarnacki; Setsumatsusha 
www.amazon.com 
Marchenspiel  
www.princemahesh.com 
Prince Mahesh 
www.vocabulary.com 
vena spinalis 
 



TRANSPOSING SPLIT WORDS 
 
SUSAN THORPE 
Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire, England 
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 A word is split into two. The two parts may, or may not, have an equal number of letters. 
The letters of each part are, respectively, rearranged to make a 2-word phrase. 
 
ANGR.IEST - GRAN TIES 
                                               
ASH.AMED - HAS MADE 
 
BAL.LOTS - LAB SLOT 
 
BEA.RINGS - ABE GRINS 
 
BUS.TLE - SUB LET 
 
CINE.MAS - NICE SAM 
 
CONSI.DERING - COINS RINGED 
 
DIS.PERSE - SID PEERS 
 
DIM.MEST - MID STEM 
 
ENT.ERTAINED - TEN RETAINED 
 
FLESH.IEST - SHELF SITE 
 
GAN.GLION - ‘NAG’ LINGO 
 
GREAT.EST - GRATE SET 
 
HORT.ENSE - THOR SEEN 
 
INSP.IRES - SPIN SIRE 
 
INSUR.ING - RUINS GIN 
 
IREL.AND - RILE DAN 
 
JANUARY - JUAN RAY 
 
KISS.INGER - SKIS REIGN 
 
LEVI.TATES - EVIL STATE 
 
MAND.ARIN - DAMN RAIN 
 
MAR.TIAL - RAM TAIL 
 
MASS.ACRE - SAM’S RACE 
 
MATE.RIAL - TEAM LIAR 
 
MILA.NESE - LIAM SEEN 
 
MIT.TENS - TIM SENT 
 
MOT.OWN - TOM WON 
 
MUPP.ETS - PUMP SET 
 
NORW.EGIAN - WORN ANGIE 
 
NOS.IEST - SON TIES 
 
OVERL.AND - LOVER DAN 
 
PART.IAL - TRAP ALI 
 
PROC.URES - CROP RUSE 
 
QUIET.EST - QUITE SET 
 
REAR.ING - RARE GIN 
 
REMIN.ISCE - MINER ICES 
 
REPE.ATS - PEER SAT 
 
RISS.OLES - SIR’S SOLE 
 
ROSE.MARY - SORE MYRA 
 
ROU.LADE - OUR DEAL 
 
SA.LINE - AS NILE   
 
SNOR.ING - RON’S GIN 
 
SOUTH.END - SHOUT ‘NED’ 
 
STALE.MATE - LEAST TAME 
 
TEM.PESTS - MET STEPS      
 
THI.RTY - HIT TRY 
 
TOEN.AILS - NOTE SAIL 
 
TOUS.ELS - OUST LES 
 
TRUC.IAL - CURT ALI 
 
UNDE.RSIDE - DUNE DRIES 
 
VANI.SHES - VAIN HESS 
 
WRA.NGLE - RAW GLEN 
 
XER.XES - REX SEX 
 
YEAS.TIER - EASY RITE 
 
ZEN.ITH - NEZ HIT (NEZ is a direct marketing channel for restaurants) 
 
 
The order of the letters in each of the two letter groups in the initial word may be reversed: 
 
BOS.TON - SOB NOT 
 
DAM.SEL - MAD LES 
 
DROW.NED - WORD DEN 
 
GARD.ENER - DRAG RENE 
 
NO.MAD - ON DAM 
 
NO.TES - ON SET 
 
SI.XES - IS SEX        
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accurate, but cannot accept any legal responsibility for any errors, omissions, lifted content, or 
otherwise. 
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